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Third Sunday of Advent 
 

   
Prelude                             "Savior of the Nations, Come"                                   J. S. Bach 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Advent Candle Lighting from Luke 8                                               Miserandino Family 
  
Jesus said, “No one lights a lamp and hides it under a jar or puts it under a bed. 
Instead, they put it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light.” 
  
God, on our Advent journey, do not let us hide our gifts, wisdom, or abundance. 
  
Remind us to share our light with one another.  
  
(Light the first, second, and third candle. If you have a pink candle, you can light it as 
your third candle.) 
  
Let us pray: 
  
God, let your light shine upon us. Let it illuminate our lives, as we share it with one 
another. Through Jesus, our light. Amen. 

  
Hymn 8                                 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  

    
Hebrew Bible Lesson                     Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11                             Suzanne Sironi 
 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord's 
favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for 
those who mourn in Zion-- to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they 
shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the LORD love 
justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I 
will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among 
the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 



righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. 
 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all 
the nations.  

  
Gospel Lesson                                    Luke 1:46b-55                                 Suzanne Sironi 
  
Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He 
has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he 
has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever."  
   
Sermon                                            Spark of the Soul            Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 
 
Minute for Mission               Emergency Shelter Partnership      Elizabeth Messinger 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
(Many people say the Lord’s Prayer with “trespasses” or “sins” instead of “debts.” 
Please feel free to pray in any form that makes you feel the most comfortable.) 
  
Charge and Blessing 
  
Postlude                             "From Heaven Above to Earth I Come"                J. L. Krebs 

 
 

Announcements for the Week of 



December 13 - 19, 2020 
 

 
 

 
Upcoming Events  
 

 
 
 

 
Mistletoe Mart 2020 - ENJOY THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 

From the Mistletoe Mart Committee 
 
Please visit our website and read about wonderful Mistletoe Mart activities that will bring 
the anticipation and enjoyment of Christmas activities, smells and sounds into your 
home this year.  
 

 



 
 
 

To view the Christmas-O-Rama Talent Show, use the following Zoom link: 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/request/afooNRccxIUAyniExwU5  

 
 

Please see this past week’s E-NEWS for the link as well. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/request/afooNRccxIUAyniExwU5


 
Mount Kisco Food Pantry 
 
Did you know that in 2020 the Mount Kisco Food Pantry is expected to serve more than 38,000 
families? That's a 38% increase vs. 2019.  The Mount Kisco Food Pantry serves more than 400 
households every single week. 
 
Please watch the video below of Mount Kisco Food Pantry’s amazing work during the COVID crisis 
and don't forget to fill out your reverse advent calendar box with food donations! 

 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhUkv2CSJ-E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reverse Advent Calendar 

 

 

 



Generosity 
 
The pandemic has disrupted all of our lives, but we continue to serve in a 
surprising variety of ways. This includes serving God through our generosity. 
 
Most of us at BPC write checks to financially support the congregation. The 
Finance Committee is regularly checking the mail and making deposits. Please 
send your contribution to the church at: P.O. Box 280, Bedford NY 10506. 
 
Also, giving online is remarkably simple and convenient. Please go to the BPC 
website, click on ‘Donate’ at the very top, and select from the 'Fund' drop down 
where you want your donation applied. 
 
Virtual Coffee Hour  
 
Please join us virtually for Coffee Hour at 10:30 am.  Find the link on our website 
or on this past week’s E-NEWS. 
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