
 
 

 
 

 

“Flower Garden” by Gustav Klimt 



March 31, 2024 

Easter Sunday 

 
Prelude                                                                                     S. Karg-Elert  

Wondrous King, All-Glorious, Sovereign Lord Victorious 

Trumpets, Timpani and Organ 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Introit                     Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem          C. V. Stanford 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Opening Sentences  

 

Leader: On the first day of the week, you brought to birth a  

               new creation through the glorious resurrection of Jesus. 

People: Fill us with the hope and joy of new beginnings,  

              so that we may share the good news of your liberating,  

              life-giving love with all the world. 

 

*Opening Hymn 123    Jesus Christ is Risen Today  

  

Confession 

 

God of life, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the 

power of death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt 

and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We overlook 

the poor and the hungry, and we pass by those who mourn. We 

ignore the cries of the oppressed, and we are indifferent to calls 

for peace. We despise the weak, and we abuse the earth you 

made.  

 

Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change 

our lives and make us new, so that we may know the joy of life 

abundant given in Jesus Christ. 

  

[Silent confession] 

 



Assurance of Pardon 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

You may stand and greet one another. 

 

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit. 

 

Gospel Reading                     John 20:1-18 

 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 

removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 

other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 

they have laid him.”  

 

Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 

tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw 

the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 

Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, 

not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by 

itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went 

in, and he saw and believed, for as yet they did not understand the 

scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned 

to their homes. 

 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 

over to look into the tomb, and she saw two angels in white sitting 

where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 

other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  

 

She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 

know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned 

around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus.  

 



Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 

looking for?”  

 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 

him away.”  

 

Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  

 

She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 

Teacher).  

 

Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I 

am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.’”  

 

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen 

the Lord,” and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

Anthem                                   He Shall Reign                  Craig Courtney 

 

Sermon                                                                       Rev. Carol Howard 

 

Hymn 118      The Day of Resurrection 

 

Offering  

 

Anthem        Now Let the Heavens Be Joyful   S. Drummond Wolff 

  

         *Doxology 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

   Praise God, all creatures here below. 

   Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

   Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

Joys and Concerns 

 



Prayers of the People  

 

O most compassionate Life-giver, may we honor and praise 

you. May we work with you to establish your new order of justice 

peace and love. Give us what we need for growth, And help us, 

through forgiving others, to accept forgiveness. Strengthen us in 

the time of testing, that we may resist all evil. For all tenderness, 

strength and love are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 104              Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna! 

   

*Charge and Blessing 

 

Benediction Response                                                   James McGregor 

The Right Hand of the Lord Has Triumphed! 

 

*Postlude                 Toccata from Organ Symphony V        C. M. Widor 

 

*Please stand, if you are able. 

 

Announcements 

 
Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

Child Care Available 

 

In addition to Sunday Spirit for elementary school kids, childcare is 

provided during worship for kids not yet in kindergarten. 

Please contact Courtney for more information. 

Greeters and Ushers 

 

Thank you to Bing and Marcy Carlson for being our greeters for 

both the 9 am and 11 am worship services. 

~ ~ ~ 

Thank you to today’s ushers: Jason Welsch for the 9 am service 

and David Keeffe for the 11 am service. 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 



Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 

 
To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 

announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org 

and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 

information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email  

Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org and Elyssa at 

Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry 

into that week’s media. 

 

 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Sunday, March 31st   Easter Sunday  

         9 am    Worship  

       10 am    Easter Reception and Easter Egg Hunt 

               11 am    Worship  
 

Monday, April 1st    OFFICE CLOSED   

  9 am   Yoga  

  

Tuesday, April 2nd 

  1 pm   Quilting 

 

Thursday, April 4th 

       10 am    Bible Study. Please contact Alan   

      McDougall at alanmcd@verizon.net 

Sunday, April 7th    

       10 am    Worship, Communion and Youth   

      Collection 

               11 am    Coffee Hour 
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Our Leadership 

 
Session 

 

Clerk of Session Michelle Gosh, President Brian Hiller-Dupont (Worship), 

Anne Bentzen (Vision), Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel),  

Amy Drabek (Nominating Committee & Nativity Farm),  

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education),  

Ashley Glod-Hayes (Friends & Members),  

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm),  

Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Finance) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard 

 

 

Deacons 
 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley,          

Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, Andres Mejía,  

Diane Palmento, and Lisa Sayre 

 

Staff 
 

The Reverend Carol Howard, Pastor 

 

The Reverend Courtney Steininger, Minister of Christian Education  

 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

 

Jessica DeAlto, Administrative and Financial Manager 
 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280, 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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