
 
 

 
 

 “My Front Yard” by Georgia O’Keeffe 
 

 



March 17, 2024 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 
Prelude                  Meditation                 C. M. Widor 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Introit                  Kyrie Eleison    A. Dvorak 

   

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Opening Sentences  

 

Leader: The God of our hearts longs to be so close to us that we  

              might know the divine in every breath, in every hope  

              and in every relationship. 

People: May God’s desires become our desires. May God’s  

              work become our work, and God’s community become  

              our community. 

 

*Opening Hymn 483  Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above 

  

Confession 

 

God of compassion, in these forty days, you call us to love our 

neighbors as we love ourselves. We are often scarred by 

betrayal, greed, selfishness, pettiness, pride, and apathy. We 

struggle to rid our lives of all the things that distort, distract, and 

entangle us. Yet, you see our imperfections with compassionate 

and patient eyes. Your kindness leads us to change.    

 

[Silent confession] 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Sung Response 303  Jesus, Lover of My Soul 

 

  Jesus, lover of my soul, Let me to Thy bosom fly,  

While the nearer waters roll, While the tempest still is high:  



Hide me, O my Savior, hide, Till the storm of life is past;  

Safe into the haven guide; O receive my soul at last! 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

You may stand and greet one another. 

 

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit. 

 

Poetry Lesson                        Psalm 51:6-12 

 

You desire truth in the inward being; 

    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins, 

    and blot out all my iniquities. 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and put a new and right spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 

    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 

Anthem      Thou Knowest, Lord, the Secrets of Our Hearts      H. Purcell  

 

Gospel Reading                  John 12:20-24 

 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 

Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 

said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew, 

then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, 

“The hour has come for the Son of Humanity to be glorified. Very 

truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 

remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit.” 

 



Sermon                                                                          Rev. Carol Howard 

 

Offering and Children’s Offering 

 

Anthem           Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake          John Hilton 

  

*Doxology 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Prayer of Dedication 

  

Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Parent, who is among us, blessed be your Creation. 

May your reign be a reality here on earth. 

May we become more interested in building your kingdom here and 

now than in waiting for it to come down from above. 

Let us share our bread with those who hunger. 

Let us learn to forgive as well as to receive forgiveness. 

Help us through the time of temptation, delivering us from all evil. 

For ours are the eternal blessings that you pour upon the earth. 

Amen. 

 

*Hymn 84   In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

   

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Sung Response      Dresden Amen                 J. Nauman 

 

*Postlude       Kyrie, Gott heiliger Geist                        J. S. Bach 

  

 *Please stand, if you are able. 

 



Announcements 

 
Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor 

 

Child Care Available 

In addition to Sunday Spirit for elementary school kids, childcare is 

provided during worship for kids not yet in kindergarten. 

Please contact Courtney for more information. 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 



Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 

 

 
To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 

announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org 

and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 

information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email  

Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org and Elyssa at 

Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry 

into that week’s media. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Sunday, March 17th  5th Sunday in Lent  

       10 am    Worship and Youth Collection 

               11 am    Coffee Hour and Session Meeting 

                4 pm     Skylark Concert 

 
Monday, March 18th    

  9 am   Yoga  

  

Tuesday, March 19th 

  1 pm   Quilting 

 

Thursday, March 21st 

       10 am    Bible Study. Please contact Alan   

      McDougall at alanmcd@verizon.net. 

 

Sunday, March 24th  Palm Sunday  

       10 am    Worship  

               11 am    Coffee Hour & Easter Egg Dyeing 
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Our Leadership 

 
Session 

 

Clerk of Session Michelle Gosh, President Brian Hiller-Dupont (Worship), 

Anne Bentzen (Vision), Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel),  

Amy Drabek (Nominating Committee & Nativity Farm),  

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education),  

Ashley Glod-Hayes (Friends & Members),  

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm),  

Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Finance) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard 

 

 

Deacons 
 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley,          

Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, Andres Mejía,  

Diane Palmento, and Lisa Sayre 

 

Staff 
 

The Reverend Carol Howard, Pastor 

 

The Reverend Courtney Steininger, Minister of Christian Education  

 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

 

Jessica DeAlto, Administrative and Financial Manager 
 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280, 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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