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August 6, 2023 

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
  

Prelude                                     Prelude V                                           Bach 

 

Introit 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Opening Sentences from Psalm 17 

  

Leader:  We call to you, God, for you answer us. Give us your        

                attention, hear us out. 

People:  Show us your wonderful love. Save those who seek  

              refuge. 

Leader:  Keep a loving eye on us. Guard us under your wings,  

                hide us from those who attack, from the predators  

  who surround us. 

People:  Then we will wake and be satisfied. We will see your  

   Face and be filled with your presence. 

  

*Opening Hymn 473     For the Beauty of the Earth                             DIX 

  

Call to Confession 

 

Loving God, too often we cut ourselves off from our family and 

friends. We let arguments tear us apart, resentments fester, and 

bitterness grow. Lead us to life-giving connection and help us to 

forgive, so that we might receive your blessings and be at 

peace, through your Holy Spirit. 

 

(Silent Confession) 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you.   



 

 

Time with the Children 

 

The children are welcome to stay for the service, or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit.  

             

Hebrew Bible Lesson    Genesis 32:22-31 

 

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and 

his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them 

and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he 

had. Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until 

daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, 

he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint 

as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is 

breaking.”  

 

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.”  

 

So he said to him, “What is your name?”  

 

And he said, “Jacob.”  

 

Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but 

Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have 

prevailed.” 

 

Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”  

 

But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed 

him.  

 

So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face 

to face, yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed 

Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

 

 

 



 

 

Gospel Lesson                  Matthew 14:13-21 

 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 

deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 

followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a 

great crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their 

sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is 

a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so 

that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”  

 

Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 

something to eat.”  

 

They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.”  

 

And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds 

to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 

looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave 

them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

crowds. And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left 

over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate 

were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

Sermon                                                                          Rev. Carol Howard 

  

Offering   
 

  Offertory         Safe Within Your Arms                     Mark Hayes 

 

             *Doxology 

 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

    *Prayer of Dedication     

 



 

 

Communion           

  

Invitation to the Table 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: We lift up our hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise… 

  

Breaking of the Bread 

 

*Communion 

                                               Hymn Medley II     Arr. Nathan Schaumann 

  

Prayer after Communion and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

 

*Hymn 540              God Be With You till We Meet Again      RANDOLPH 

  

*Charge and Blessing 

 

 *Postlude                                    Fuga V                                              Bach 

 

  *Please stand, if able 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 

 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 

announcements, please go to the BPC website at 

bedfordpreschurch.org and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-

NEWS just below it. To have information entered into the Bulletin 

and/or the E-NEWS, please email  

Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  

& Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into  

that week’s media. 

 

 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Sunday, August 6th    

  10 am  Worship and Communion  

  11 am   Coffee Hour 

  

Monday, August 7th                         

                     9 am    Yoga 

 

Wednesday, August 9th 

                    12 pm   Cooking for the Food Pantry 

 

Thursday, August 10th 

        10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net 

     5 pm   Nativity Farm Work Session 

     

Sunday, August 13th        

  10 am  Worship 

  11 am   Coffee Hour & Super Soaker Sunday 
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Our Leadership 
 

Session 
 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh, 

Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel and Stewardship), 

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education), 

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm), 

Suzanne Millette (Finance),  

Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Members & Friends and Stewardship) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard 

 

 

Deacons 
 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & 

 Diane Palmento  

 

Staff 
 

The Reverend Carol Howard, Pastor 

 

The Reverend Courtney Steininger, Minister of Christian Education  

 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 
 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280, 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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