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August 27, 2023 

Ordinary Time 
  

Prelude 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Opening Sentences from Psalm 124 

 

  Leader: Let Israel now say, 

 People: Were it not the Lord who was for us? 

 Leader: When people rose against us, 

 People: Were it not the Lord who was for us? 

 Leader: When the snare was broken and we escaped, 

 People: Were it not the Lord who was for us? 

 Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord, maker of heaven  

                       and earth. 

 

*Opening Hymn 368                                       African-American spiritual 

I’ve Got Peace Like a River 

 

Confession 

 

God calls us from a burning bush, yet we do not acknowledge 

that God speaks to us. We stand on holy ground, yet we tell 

ourselves that there are greener pastures elsewhere. The Spirit 

calls us to proclaim God’s name to all generations, yet we 

speak softly only to our loved ones. Jesus calls us from the cross, 

saying “come and follow me,” yet we remain seated. Yet God 

still speaks to us, we do stand on holy ground. The spirit 

continues to call us, and Jesus loves us still. Remind us of God’s 

declaration, “I AM WHO I AM.” Heal us, and continue to show us 

that You are our God, from generation to generation. 

 

Hear now our silent prayers of confession. 



 

 

 

Response 246               By the Babylonian Rivers        Latvian melody 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

 Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 

 

 *Passing of the Peace 

 

 You may stand and greet one another. 

 

Time with Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit. 

 

Hebrew Bible Lesson    Exodus 1:8- 2:10 

 

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said 

to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and 

more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or 

they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight 

against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters 

over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, 

Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were 

oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the 

Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became 

ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites and made their lives bitter 

with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. 

They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 

 

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was 

named Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to 

the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill 

him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they 

did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the 

boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to 



 

 

them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” The 

midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like 

the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the 

midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and 

the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the 

midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22Then Pharaoh 

commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews 

you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” 

 

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite 

woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw 

that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she could 

hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it 

with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among 

the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to 

see what would happen to him. 

 

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her 

attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the 

reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the 

child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of 

the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s 

daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women 

to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So 

the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said 

to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your 

wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child 

grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him 

as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him 

out of the water.” 

 

Epistle Lesson   Romans 12:1-8 

 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 

God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 



 

 

may discern what is the will of God — what is good and acceptable 

and perfect. 

 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 

think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with 

sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 

has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not 

all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are 

one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 

We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 

prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, 

in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the 

leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 

Sermon    Call and Response Rev. Courtney Steininger 

 

Offering 

 

 Offertory 

 

 *Doxology 

 

    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

    Praise God, all creatures here below. 

    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

    Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 



 

 

us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the 

Glory forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 536    Lord, Make Us More Holy    African-American spiritual 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Postlude 

   

*Please stand, if able 

 

Announcements 

 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 

announcements, please go to the BPC website at 

bedfordpreschurch.org and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or       

E-NEWS just below it. To have information entered into the Bulletin 

and/or the E-NEWS, please email  

Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  

& Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into  

that week’s media. 

 

 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Sunday, August 27th    

  10 am  Worship  

  11 am   Lemonade on the Lawn                                   

        

  

Monday, August 28th – OFFICE CLOSED                         

                     9 am    Yoga 

 

Thursday, August 30th 

        10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net 

     5 pm   Nativity Farm Work Session 

     

Sunday, September 3rd        

  10 am  Worship & Communion 

  11 am   Lemonade on the Lawn  
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Our Leadership 
 

Session 
 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh, 

Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel and Stewardship), 

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education), 

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm), 

Suzanne Millette (Finance),  

Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Members & Friends and Stewardship) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard 

 

 

Deacons 
 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & 

 Diane Palmento  

 

Staff 
 

The Reverend Carol Howard, Pastor 

 

The Reverend Courtney Steininger, Minister of Christian Education  

 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 
 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280, 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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