
 

 

 

 
“Artichoke” by William Morris 

 



 

 

August 20, 2023 

Ordinary Time 
  

Prelude 

  

Ringing of the Bells 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Opening Sentences from Psalm 145                       Andrew Strawcutter 

 

Leader: Great are you God. From generation to generation, we  

               proclaim your works, we recount your mighty deeds.  

People: Gracious and merciful is the Lord, slow to anger, full of  

              love. God is good in every way, merciful to every  

              creature. 

 

*Opening Hymn 467 How Great Thou Art       Swedish Folk Melody 

 (verses 1 and 2) 

 

Confession 

 

God, we have done harm in what we have thought and said. 

When we grow tired, we lose our tempers. When we are full of 

shame, we lie to our loved ones. When we need to be in 

control, we manipulate others. When we are careless, we 

pollute the earth. When we do not accept mercy, we despise 

ourselves.  

 

Forgive us and help us to renew our lives, with the knowledge of 

your steadfast love. Help us to show your mercy from generation 

to generation. Through Jesus Christ, we pray. 

 

(Silent confession) 

  

 

 



 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

You may stand and greet one another. 

 

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit. 

 

Hebrew Bible Lesson         Deuteronomy 4:5-9         Andrew Stawcutter 

 

“See, just as the Lord my God has charged me, I now teach you 

statutes and ordinances for you to observe in the land that you are 

about to enter and occupy. You must observe them and perform 

them, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, 

who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great 

nation is a wise and discerning people!’ For what other great nation 

has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to 

him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as 

just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 

 

“But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget 

the things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your 

mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children and 

your children’s children.” 

 

Gospel Reading                  Matthew 15:10-18 

 

Then Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 

understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, 

but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.”  

 

Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that 

the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?”  



 

 

 

He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 

will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the 

blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.”  

 

But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.”  

 

Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not 

see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes 

out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from 

the heart, and this is what defiles.” 

 

Sermon                                                                         Rev. Carol Howard  

 

Offering  

 

 Offertory 

  

            *Doxology 

  

      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

  *Prayer of Dedication 

  

Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  



 

 

 

*Hymn 298             There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  Dutch Melody 

 

*Charge and Blessing 

  

*Postlude 

   

*Please stand, if able 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 

announcements, please go to the BPC website at 

bedfordpreschurch.org and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or       

E-NEWS just below it. To have information entered into the Bulletin 

and/or the E-NEWS, please email  

Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  

& Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into  

that week’s media. 

 

 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Sunday, August 20th    

  10 am  Worship  

  11 am   Lemonade on the Lawn                                   

        

  

Monday, August 21st                         

                     9 am    Yoga 

 

Wednesday, August 23rd 

 12 pm Cooking with the Interfaith Food Pantry 

 

Thursday, August 24th 

        10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net 

     5 pm   Nativity Farm Work Session 

     

Sunday, August 27th        

  10 am  Worship 

  11 am   Lemonade on the Lawn  
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Our Leadership 
 

Session 
 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh, 

Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel and Stewardship), 

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education), 

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm), 

Suzanne Millette (Finance),  

Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Members & Friends and Stewardship) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard 

 

 

Deacons 
 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & 

 Diane Palmento  

 

Staff 
 

The Reverend Carol Howard, Pastor 

 

The Reverend Courtney Steininger, Minister of Christian Education  

 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 
 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280, 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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