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July 2, 2023 

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
  
Prelude 
 
Introit 
  
Welcome and Announcements 
  
*Opening Sentences from Psalm 89 
  

Leader: We will sing of your love all our days, O God, your faithfulness,   
               from age to age.  
People: The skies tell your wonders. The stars, your constant love.  
Leader: For yours is the sky, yours is the earth, yours is the world of         
               creatures. 
People: Oh God, your name is our joy, and your justice, our strength. 
  

*Opening Hymn 455     All Creatures of our God and King          Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
 
Call to Confession 
 

God of grace, forgive us for all of the times when we have hurt another 
life, a life that we loved. Comfort us when we become burnt out and 
restless. Relieve us when despair overwhelms our joy. Have mercy on us, 
when we have no patience, our anger ignites in an instant, and we have no 
self-control. 
 
Help us to know the grace that surrounds us. And may we hear your voice, 
reminding us that we are loved.  

 
(Silent Confession) 

 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
People: And also with you.   

 
 



Time with the Children 
The children are welcome to stay for the service,  

or they may leave for Sunday Spirit.  
             
Epistle Lesson    Romans 6 :12-21 
 
Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you 
obey their passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of 
wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from 
death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of 
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law 
but under grace. 
 
What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 
means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to 
death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that 
you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the 
form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms 
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members 
as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 
 
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what 
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The 
end of those things is death.  
 
Hymn 335             Though I May Speak                     O Waly Waly 
 
Gospel Lesson                            Matthew 10:40-42 
 
‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the 
name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever 
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’  
 
Sermon                                                                                       Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 



 Offering and Children’s Offering 
 
            *Doxology and Prayer of Dedication 
 
Communion 
  

Invitation to the Table 
Great Thanksgiving 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: We lift up our hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise… 

  
Breaking of the Bread 
*Communion       
Prayer after Communion 

  Joys and Concerns 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
 
 
*Hymn 511                     Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts            Jesu Dulcis Memoria 
                                                       Verses 1, 3, and 5 
  
*Charge and Blessing 
  
*Postlude 
 
*Please stand, if able 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 

 
Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rewarding Potential Scholarship June 25th 

celebration kicked off our fundraising efforts.  

 

For more information, visit our website at 

rewardingpotentialscholarship.org 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 



Upcoming Events at a Glance 

 

  
Sunday, July 2nd    

  10 am  Worship, Communion and Youth Collection 

  11 am   Coffee Hour 

   

Monday, July 3rd                          

                     9 am   No Yoga 

 

Tuesday, July 4th  OFFICE CLOSED – Fourth of July 

 

Thursday, July 6th  

       10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net 

     5 pm   Nativity Farm Work Session 

     

Sunday, July 9th        

  10 am  Worship 

  11 am   Coffee Hour and Sundae Sunday 

 

  

 

 

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email  

Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  
& Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 
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Our Leadership 
Session 

 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh, 

Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel and Stewardship), 

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education), 

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm), 

Suzanne Millette (Finance), Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Members & Friends and Stewardship) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard Merritt 

 

 

Deacons 

 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & Diane Palmento  

 

 

Staff 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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