
 

 

 

 

“The Good Shepherd” by Henry Ossawa Tanner 



April 30, 2023 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

Prelude 

  

Introit                               God is love, G. Thalben-Ball 

                                    

Ringing of the Bells 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Call to Worship 

 

Leader: Though the way is long is the road is rough, 

People: We will trust in the One who leads us. 

Leader: Though the direction is unfamiliar, and the outcome is  

               unknown,   

People: We place our lives in God’s loving care. 

Leader: For God brings us out to green pastures and restores our  

               souls. 

People: God gives us hope and peace.  

 

*Opening Hymn 171        The King of Love My Shepherd Is    

  

Confession 

 

Loving God, forgive us for the times when we do not take care of 

ourselves. We are perfectionists and we don’t give ourselves a 

break. We over-work and live under too much stress. We 

neglect to eat and put off sleep. We do not rest and become 

burnt-out. We isolate and become depressed. We do not nurture 

our souls.  

 

Have mercy on us, and help us to eat, sleep, and rest. Open us 

to the beauty of nature, and feed our spirits.  

   

(Silent confession) 



  Assurance of Pardon 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

 

You may stand and greet one another. 

 

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they                  

may leave for Sunday Spirit.  

 

Epistle Lesson                          I Peter 2:24-25 

 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died 

to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 

healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have 

returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

 

Gospel Lesson                          John 10 1-10 

 

“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by 

the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The 

one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 

He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 

follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a 

stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 

voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but 

they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

 

So again, Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for 

the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the 

sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me 

will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 

life and have it abundantly. 



Sermon                                                              Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 

 

Offering  

  

            *Doxology 

 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

  Praise God, all creatures here below. 

  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Prayer of Dedication 

  

Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People and Lighting Candles 

 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

    He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 

    he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths 

    for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley  

    of the shadow of death, 

    I fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

    your rod and your staff, 

    they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

    my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

    all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

    my whole life long… 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as 

 we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 

 deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power  and 

 the glory forever. Amen.  

 

 

*Hymn 540           God Be with You Till We Meet Again   

 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Benediction Response      A Parting Blessing             J. Jerome Williams 

  

*Postlude 

  

*Please stand, if able 

 
Announcements 

 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 

 



Upcoming Events at a Glance 

 

  
Sunday, April 30th   

  10 am  Worship  

  11 am   Coffee Hour 

   

Monday, May 1st     

            9 am   Yoga  

 

 Tuesday, May 2nd 

  1 pm  Quilting 

   

Thursday, May 4th    

         10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net 

  12:30 pm  Senior Luncheon 

  5 pm   Nativity Farm Work Session 

     

Sunday, May 7th     

  10 am  Worship, Communion & Youth Collection 

  11 am   Coffee Hour 

 

 

 

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email  

Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org 
by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 
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Our Leadership 
 

 

Session 

 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh, 

Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel and Stewardship), 

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education), 

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm), 

Suzanne Millette (Finance), Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Members & Friends and Stewardship) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard Merritt 

 

 

Deacons 

 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & Diane Palmento  

 

 

Staff 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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