
 

 

 

 

 
Emmaus by Maximino Cerezo Barredo 

 



April 23, 2023 

Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Prelude         Dialogue in C                      L. Marchand 

     

Introit                      Praise Be To God                   M. Vulpius 

  

Ringing of the Bells 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Call to Worship from Psalm 116 

 

Leader: I love you, O God, because you have heard my voice. 

People: Because you inclined your ear to me, I will call upon 

you as long as I live. 

Leader: The snares of death encompassed me. I suffered distress 

and anguish.  

People: Then I called on you, “O Lord, save my life!” 

 

*Opening Hymn 111  Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing! 

  

Confession 

 

Loving God, we have done things that we regret. We’ve lashed 

out in anger. We’ve become overwhelmed with impatience. 

We’ve hurt our loved ones. We’ve refused to forgive. We have 

not loved our neighbors as much as we’ve loved ourselves. 

 

In your mercy, forgive us. Help us to let go of our bitterness and 

resentments. By your Spirit, we pray.    

   

(Silent confession) 

  

 

 

 



Assurance of Pardon 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

 

You may stand and greet one another. 

 

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit.  

 

Gospel Lesson                       Luke 24:13-25 

 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each 

other about all these things that had happened. While they were 

talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 

them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to 

them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk 

along?’  

 

They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was 

Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 

does not know the things that have taken place there in these 

days?’  

 

He asked them, ‘What things?’  

 

They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 

mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how 

our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 

death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to 

redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since 

these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group 

astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when 

they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that 

they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 



alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 

just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’  
Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart 

to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary 

that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 

glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted 

to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 

ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay 

with us, because it is almost evening, and the day is now nearly over.’  

 

So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, 

he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their 

eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from 

their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within 

us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 

scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to 

Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 

together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 

appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, 

and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the 

bread. 

 

Anthem                  Eastertide Carol       R. Proulx 

 

Sermon               Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 

 

Offering  

 

 Anthem       Hallelujah, Amen!        G. F. Handel 

 

 *Doxology 

  

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

  Praise God, all creatures here below 

  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 

 *Prayer of Dedication 



Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  kingdom 

 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

 our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is 

 the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

*Hymn 113   Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! 

 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Benediction Response May the Lord, Mighty God      Chinese Folk Tune 

     

*Postlude           Toccata on ‘O Filii et Filiae’             L. Farnum 

  

*Please stand, if able 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Events at a Glance 

 

  
Sunday, April 23rd   

   10 am  Worship & Youth Collection  

   

Monday, April 24th     

            9 am   Yoga  

 

 Tuesday, April 25th 

  12:30 pm  Lunch with Friends 

  1 pm  Quilting 

   

Thursday, April 27th    

         10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net 

  5 pm   Nativity Farm Work Session 

  7 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

   

Sunday, April 30th     

  10 am  Worship & Special Musical Offering 

  11 am   Catered Reception in honor of  

     Tom Ferguson   

 

 

 

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email both  

Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org and 
Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 

 

 

mailto:alanmcd@verizon.net
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mailto:Office@bedfordpreschurch.org


Our Leadership 
 

 

Session 

 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh, 

Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel and Stewardship), 

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education), 

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm), 

Suzanne Millette (Finance), Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Members & Friends and Stewardship) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard Merritt 

 

 

Deacons 

 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & Diane Palmento  

 

 

Staff 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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