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Second Sunday of Lent 

March 5, 2023 
 

Prelude                   Our Father                     G. Bohm 

 

Introit      Lord Have Mercy         Swee Hong Lim 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

  

Welcome and Announcements                                         

  

Leader: We gather in this place to proclaim the mysteries of life  

               and spirit.  

People: God, give birth to us. 

 Leader: We do not know where the wind comes from or where   

                        it goes.  

 People: God, give birth to us. 

 Leader: We are born of water and the Spirit. 

 People: God, give birth to us. 

Leader: God sent the Son so that all might be liberated. 

People: God, give birth to us. 

 

*Hymn 483            Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above 

Confession 

  

Loving God, we lift up our eyes to the hills, looking for your 

mercy and forgiveness. We confess that our feet go astray. We 

slip and stumble. We do not watch for your guidance, trust in 

your protection, or offer your comfort to others. 

 

Forgive us, save us, and guide us as we go out into the world. By 

your Spirit, we pray. 

 

 (Silent Confession) 

  

 

  



 

 Assurance of Pardon 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

 

(You may stand and greet one another.) 

 

Time with the Children 

(The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit.)  

             

Poetry Lesson                           Psalm 121 

  

I lift up my eyes to the hills— 

     from where will my help come? 

My help comes from the Lord, 

    who made heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved; 

 he who keeps you will not slumber. 

He who keeps Israel 

     will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is your keeper; 

     the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

The sun shall not strike you by day 

     nor the moon by night. 

The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

 he will keep your life. 

The Lord will keep 

   your going out and your coming in 

   from this time on and forevermore. 

 

Anthem                     Create in Me a Clean Heart              Jean Berger 

 

Gospel Lesson                      John 3:1-17 

 



Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 

He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that 

you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these 

signs that you do unless God is with that person.”  

 

Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 

kingdom of God without being born from above.”  

 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 

and be born?”  

 

Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom 

of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be 

astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The 

wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 

do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  

 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  

 

Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do 

not understand these things? 

 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 

we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told 

you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into 

heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 

the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life. 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life. 

 



“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  

 

Sermon                                                              Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 

  

Mission Reflection             Olive and Eliot Cape 

 

Offering and Children’s Offering 

 Anthem                 God So Loved the World      John Stainer 

         *Doxology and Prayer of Dedication 

  

Communion 

  

Invitation to the Table 

Great Thanksgiving 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: We lift up our hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise… 

  

Breaking of the Bread 

*Communion 

Prayer after Communion and Lord’s Prayer 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

  

*Hymn 371          Lift High the Cross 

  

*Charge and Blessing 

  

*Sung Response           Fourfold Amen       John Stainer 

 



*Postlude   If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee  J. S. Bach 

 

 *Please stand, if able 

Announcements 

 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 

Hello BPC! 

 

We (the Deacons) are writing to all members of our congregation to 

ask for your help.  Coffee hour and the Care Team are two critical 

ways for our church to come together.   

 

Coffee hour:  We are in desperate need of volunteers for this winter 

and spring.  Please review the SignUpGenius calendar on our 

website and volunteer for a Sunday.  If you don't want to use 

SignUpGenius, email coffee hour deacons Michele 

Eames (meames@yorktown.org) or Sarah Alley 

(sarahalley724@gmail.com) and they can help.   Directions and 

supplies will be provided.  It's a great way to contribute, attend, and 

be involved! 

 

Care Team:  As we rebuild our care team efforts, we are asking that 

each BPC family/member complete a form which identifies ways we 

can support one another. This form was sent out via email a few 

weeks ago.  We are reaching out a second time hoping that if you 

have not done so yet, please take a quick moment and 

complete the Care Team Form. 

 

On behalf of the deacons, we are committed and eager to 

strengthen our BPC community.  Thank you for being part of this 

meaningful journey together.   

 

The BPC Deacons 

 

 

https://forms.gle/yhwDxQgFYt5pejbx5


 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 



Upcoming Events 

at a Glance 

 

 
Sunday, March 5th  

  10 am  Worship, Communion & Youth Collection 

  11 am  Congregational Meeting 

Monday, March 6th  

            9 am   Yoga  

Tuesday, March 7th 

  1 pm  Quilting 

  7:15 pm  Bells Practice 

Thursday, March 9th     

         10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net. 

   7 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday, March 11th  

   6 pm  New Friends-Old Friends Dinner 

Sunday, March 12th  Daylight Savings Time  

  10 am  Worship 

  11 am  Second Sunday Soup 

    

 

   

  Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email both  

Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org and 
Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 
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