
 
 

 

 

The Sower by Vincent Van Gogh 

 



Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 19, 2023 
 

 

Prelude     O God, Thou Faithful God                   J. Brahms 

 

Introit           Kyrie Eleison           A. Dvorak 

  

Ringing of the Bells 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Call to Worship  

 

Leader: Through this season of Lent, God restores our souls.  

People: The Holy One leads us to the deep pools of peace and  

              lush fields of abundance.  

Leader: God comforts us through the dark shadows and death’s  

               valley. We are called to anoint the stranger with hope. 

People: We will eat at tables together. Goodness and love will  

              follow us. 

 

*Opening Hymn 171  The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

  

Confession 

 

Loving God, artist of our souls, help us as we face the hardships 

in our lives. In our fear, we forget your presence. In our anxiety, 

we lose sight of your comfort. Instead, we deny our problems 

and avoid our shadows.  

 

Help us to renew our hope in you. Awaken us to your presence 

and love, especially as we struggle. Through your Spirit, we pray. 

   

(Silent confession) 

  

 

 

 



 

Assurance of Pardon 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

 

You may stand and greet one another. 

   

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit.  

 

Poetry Lesson    Psalm 23 

 

Please read in parts. F is for the baptismal font side.                               

P is for the pulpit side. 

 

F: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

P:  He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 

    he restores my soul. 

F: He leads me in right paths 

for his name’s sake. 

P: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

I fear no evil, for you are with me. 

F: Your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me. 

P: You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

F: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

my whole life long. 

 

 



 

Anthem               Let Thy Merciful Ears, O Lord      Thomas Weelkes 

 

Gospel Lesson                          John 9:1-11 

 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 

born blind?”  

 

Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 

born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must 

work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, 

when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 

the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made 

mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying 

to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he 

went and washed and came back able to see.  

 

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar 

began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”  

 

Some were saying, “It is he.”  

 

Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.”  

 

He kept saying, “I am he.”  

 

But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”  

 

He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 

eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and 

washed and received my sight.”  

 

Sermon                                                              Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 

 

Offering  

  

 Anthem  O Savior of the World          John Goss 

  



            

*Doxology 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

   Praise God, all creatures here below. 

   Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

   Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Prayer of Dedication 

  

Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

 kingdom  come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as 

 we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 

 deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

 the glory forever. Amen.  

 

*Hymn 298    There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy 

 

*Charge and Blessing  

 

Sung Response  Twofold Amen             R. Warner 

  

*Postlude   I Shall Not Abandon God                  J. L. Krebs 

 

 *Please stand, if able 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Thank you from the Deacons!! 

 
We have loved doing Second Sunday Soup and appreciate the 

help and cooperation of the congregation. We will return next fall 

and look forward to seeing everyone again.  

 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 



Upcoming Events 

at a Glance 

 
Sunday, March 19th   

  10 am  Worship & Youth Collection 

Monday, March 20th First Day of Spring  

            9 am   Yoga 

  8 pm  Emergency Shelter Partnership begins 

     Runs March 20th thru March 26th  

Tuesday, March 21st 

  1 pm  Quilting 

  7:15 pm  Bells Practice 

 

Thursday, March 23rd    

         10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net. 

   7 pm  NO Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, March 26th    

  10 am  Worship & Baptism 

       

  Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email both  

Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org and 
Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 

Youth Group 

March 25th, 9 am, at Fox Lane High School 

Join us for ‘The Power of Trees’ forum with the 

Westchester Youth Alliance, hosted by Bedford 2030. 
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