
 

 

Prophet Anne, Who Observes the  

Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 

 

by Kehinde Wiley 



February 5, 2023 

Presentation of the Lord 

 
  

Prelude               Recit de Nazard      L. N. Clerambault 

 

Introit                                                               G. Thalben-Ball 

O Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Call to Worship from Isaiah 58                                           

  

Leader: What sort of sacrifice does God want? 

People: We are to loosen the bonds of injustice, to untie the  

               yoke, and let the oppressed go free. 

Leader: We are to share our bread with the hungry and bring  

               the homeless poor into our house. When we see the  

               naked, we cover them.  

People: Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your  

              healing shall spring forth quickly. 

  

*Hymn 376        Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  

Verses 1, 2, 3 

  

Call to Confession 

  

Confession 

  

Merciful God, forgive us, for we make mistakes that we regret. 

We fail our loved ones. We feel overwhelmed by injustice. Our 

guilt consumes us, and we refuse to forgive ourselves. We 

swallow our shame. Remind us that we should never be defined 

by the worst thing that we have done. Help us to receive your 

forgiveness, your embrace, and your peace. 

 

 (Silent Confession) 

  

 



Assurance of Pardon 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

             

Time with Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or                           

they may leave for Sunday Spirit. 

 

Hebrew Bible Lesson              Isaiah 58:3-8 

 

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

    Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 

    and oppress all your workers. 

You fast only to quarrel and to fight 

    and to strike with a wicked fist. 

Such fasting as you do today 

    will not make your voice heard on high. 

Is such the fast that I choose, 

    a day to humble oneself? 

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 

    and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

Will you call this a fast, 

    a day acceptable to the Lord? 

 

Is not this the fast that I choose: 

    to loosen the bonds of injustice, 

    to undo the straps of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

    and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

    and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them 

    and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

    and your healing shall spring up quickly. 

 

Anthem                  At the River                        A. Copland 



Gospel Lesson                       Luke 2:22-40 

 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of 

Moses, Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present 

him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn 

male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a 

sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 

man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 

the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 

temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for 

him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms 

and praised God, saying, 

 

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

    according to your word, 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being 

said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother 

Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 

Israel and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts 

of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul, 

too.” 

 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 

of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband 

seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of 

eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 

fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came and 

began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 



When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 

they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child 

grew and became strong, filled with wisdom, and the favor of God 

was upon him. 

  

Sermon                                                              Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 

  

Offering 

 

 Minute for Mission        Woman 2 Woman 

  

Anthem                      Jubilate Deo in C                        C. Stanford 

 

            *Doxology and Prayer of Dedication 

  

Communion and Blessing of the Candles 

  

Invitation to the Table 

Great Thanksgiving 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: We lift up our hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise… 

  

Breaking of the Bread 

*Communion 

Prayer after Communion and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

  

*Hymn 361   How Firm a Foundation 



 *Charge and Blessing 

 

Benediction Response                                                       John Bell 

The Peace of the Earth 

  

*Postlude                 Postlude in G         C. Stanford 

  

*Please stand if able 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 
 



 

 

 



Upcoming Events 

at a Glance 

 

 
Sunday, February 5th 

  10 am  Worship, Celebration of Candlemas and  

     Blessing of the Candles, Communion, and                 

     Children’s Collection. 

                 11 am  Candlemaking. 

 

Monday, February 6th  
                  9 am   No YOGA FOR 2/6 or 2/13/23. 

Tuesday, February 7th 

   1 pm  Quilting. 

Wednesday, February 8th 

  7 pm  Woman 2 Woman training via Zoom. 

Thursday, February 9th     

         10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net. 

  12 pm   Senior Luncheon. 

Sunday, February 12th  

  10 am  Worship & Souper Bowl of Caring. 

  11 am  Second Sunday Soup. 

  12 pm  Youth Bowling.   

    

 

   

  Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email both  

Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org and 
Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 

 

mailto:alanmcd@verizon.net
mailto:Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org
mailto:Office@bedfordpreschurch.org


 

Our Leadership 
 

 

Session 

 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh, 

Linda Burpee (Mission), Jessica Cunningham (Personnel), 

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education), 

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm), 

Suzanne Millette, Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance), & 

Bart Tyler (Members & Friends) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard Merritt 

 

 

Deacons 

 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & Diane Palmento  

 

 

Staff 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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