
 
 

 
 

“A Boy as a Shepherd” by Kehinde Wiley 



February 12, 2023 

Ordinary Time 
  

Prelude                         Toccata in a       J. Sweelinck 

  

Introit                                                          African-American Spiritual  

It’s Me, O Lord, Standing in the Need of Prayer 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Call to Worship  

 

Leader: God has set before us life and abundance, death      

               and adversity. 

People: God longs for us to have life in abundance.  

Leader: God has set before us blessings and curses. 

People: God longs for us to have life in abundance. 

 

*Opening Hymn 478 Praise, My Soul the King of Heaven 

  

Confession 

 

Loving God, Jesus came so that we might have abundant life, and 

yet we make choices that we regret. We hold on to resentments, 

instead of opening ourselves to forgiveness. We lash out in anger, 

instead of opening to love. We consume more, instead of giving 

generously. We squander your resources, instead of caring for them. 

 

Forgive us, and as we accept your mercy, help us to forgive 

ourselves. We pray. Amen.    

 

(Silent confession) 

  

Assurance of Pardon 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 



*Passing of the Peace 

 

You may stand and greet one another. 

   

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit.  

 

Hebrew Bible      Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

 

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 

adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that 

I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking 

in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 

ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and 

the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to 

possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led 

astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you 

today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you 

are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth 

to witness against you today that I have set before you life and 

death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 

descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and 

holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so 

that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your 

ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

 

Anthem                                                             Spiritual arr. M . Hogan 

Lord, I Want to be a Christian 

 

Gospel Lesson                          John 10:7-10 

 

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for 

the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the 

sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me 

will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 

life and have it abundantly.” 

 



Sermon                                                          Rev. Carol Howard Merritt     

 

Offering  

  

Anthem                    Cantate Domino     G. Croce 

(O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto                             

the Lord, all the earth.) 

 

            *Doxology 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

   Praise God, all creatures here below. 

   Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

   Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Prayer of Dedication 

  

Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

*Hymn 436    We Are Your People 

 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

Benediction Response                                                 J. Stainer  

Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing 

 

*Postlude     This Day which is So Joyous       J. S. Bach 

   

*Please stand if able 



 

Announcements 

 

 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



BPC Visioning Team Communication to the Congregation 

Weekend of Feb 12th 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

As we communicated previously, the Visioning Team commenced 

our work in January and have met six times since then to study in-

depth the following Charge: 

o How are we called to be church now?   

o What, besides Sunday morning worship, do we need to 

nourish and expand our spiritual lives?   

o Where are we called TODAY to take collective action in the 

world?  

 

We have aligned that Charge and our process to the following 

outcomes:   

o Is the current resource allocation meeting the needs of our 

Congregation? 

o What recommendations do we have regarding resource 

allocation? 

o What can current working groups do to meet the needs 

identified in the Holy Cow assessment? 

o Where do we, as lay representatives of the Congregation, 

need to focus our energy and efforts in order to meet the 

needs identified? 

 

This intergenerational group with varied perspectives have 

gathered with loving hearts and have discerned these big 

questions in true Christian spirit. We have leaned into tough 

conversations and difficult topics, respectfully disagreeing at times, 

always seeking to understand one another, and prayerfully 

discerning along the way.  We have discussed resource allocation 

and prioritization based on the Holy Cow assessment, the Vision 

Study (2019) and other data points and observations from our own 

experiences and perspectives. 

 

We are prepared to make phase I recommendations.  These 

recommendations will be shared with Session and the Personnel 



Committee soon, and with you in full detail at the Congregational 

Meeting.  We are eager to share our process and 

recommendations, knowing that the work is just beginning.  We are 

committed to being a standing working group, should Session 

approve, to continue to help chart out our short and long term 

vision for a thriving Bedford Presbyterian Church. 

 

Prayerfully yours, 

 

Marcy Carlson ~ Jessica Cunningham ~ Jim Fenimore ~ Pat 

Ferguson 

Dale Forster ~ Michelle Gosh ~ Heidi Michaels ~ Sharon Seidell 

Pastor Carol Howard Merritt 

 

 



 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

New Friends ~ Old Friends Dinner 

 

Saturday, March 11th, 6pm, at the home of Bing & Marcy Carlson. 

Stay tuned for more information. 



  



 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 



Upcoming Events 

at a Glance 

 

 
Sunday, February 12th 

  10 am  Worship & Souper Bowl of Caring collection. 

   11 am  Palms to Ashes and Second Sunday Soup. 

  12 pm  Youth Bowling.   

 

Monday, February 13th  
                9 am   No YOGA. 

 

Tuesday, February 14th  

  12:30 pm  Lunch with Friends. 

  1 pm  Quilting. 

Thursday, February 16th     

         10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net. 

Sunday, February 19th  

  10 am  Worship & Children’s Collection. 

Monday, February 20th  

     President’s Day - OFFICE CLOSED 

Wednesday, February 22nd 

     Ash Wednesday 

      

   

    

 

   

  Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email both  

Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org and 
Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 

mailto:alanmcd@verizon.net
mailto:Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org
mailto:Office@bedfordpreschurch.org


Our Leadership 
 

 

Session 

 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh, 

Linda Burpee (Mission), Jessica Cunningham (Personnel), 

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education), 

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm), 

Suzanne Millette (Finance), Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance), & 

Bart Tyler (Members & Friends) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard Merritt 

 

 

Deacons 

 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & Diane Palmento  

 

 

Staff 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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