
 

 

 

 

 
 

"What does the Kingdom of God look like?"  

by Lucas Mejía, Children's Sabbath 2022 

 

 

 



 

 

October 15, 2023 

Children’s Sabbath 
 

Prelude          Church Sonata in Eb              W. A. Mozart 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Introit                  Invocation             William Billings 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Opening Sentences                    Lucas Mejía 

 

Leader: We have gathered in this space. 

People: Welcomed like a prodigal child back into our warm,  

              safe home. 

Leader: We have gathered in this space. 

People: Embraced like children greeted by Jesus when others  

              turned us away. 

Leader: We have gathered in this space. 

People: Let us worship God as beloved children, heirs to God’s  

              beloved kin-dom of peace. 

 

*Opening Hymn 387   Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 

 

Confession 

 

You created a world of plenty, yet there are children starving for 

food, and thirsting for clean water. You created a world for 

peace, yet there are children in the path of war. You created a 

world with time for rest, yet there are children in homes and 

communities where no rest comes and sleep carries with it 

memories of fear. You created a world touched by your 

compassionate hand, yet there are children who never hear 

kindness and never experience unconditional love in ways they 

can understand. Forgive us.  Place us back into the work of 



 

 

uniting with our neighbors and this world so that we may again 

return to your loving creation. 

 

(Silent Confession.) 

 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Sung Response 

 

 Jesus loves me! This I know, 

 As He loved so long ago, 

 Taking children on His knee, 

 Saying, “Let them come to Me.”  

 

 Yes, Jesus loves me! 

 Yes, Jesus loves me! 

 Yes, Jesus loves me! 

 The Bible tells me so. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

  

 Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 

 

You may stand and greet one another. 

 

Anthem         Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word    Chorale arr. J. S. Bach 

 

Gospel Lesson           Matthew 19:13-15                       Brady Lapple 

 

Then children were being brought to him in order that he might lay 

his hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who 

brought them, but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do 

not stop them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

And he laid his hands on them and went on his way. 



 

 

Sermon                  Rev. Carol Howard 

 

Offering 

 

 Offertory Anthem     He Watching Over Israel        F. Mendelssohn 

 

 *Doxology 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

 *Prayer of Dedication 

 

Joys and Concerns                   Brady Lapple and Noah Mejía 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 364          I Sing a Song of the Saints of God 

 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

Benediction Response  Alleluia Amen           P. Barnard 

 

*Postlude            Trumpet Voluntary in D     John Stanley 

 

*Please stand, if you are able. 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 
Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Care Available 

In addition to Sunday Spirit for elementary school kids, childcare is 

provided during worship for kids not yet in kindergarten. 

Please contact Courtney for more information. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Bedford Bellringers 

If anyone is interested in joining the bell choir or learning more 

about the bells, please contact Heidi Michaels at 

Hmichaels425@gmail.com or (914) 263-8659. 

mailto:Hmichaels425@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 

announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org 

and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 

information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email  

Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  

& Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into  

that week’s media. 

 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Sunday, October 15th        

                 10 am  Worship and Children’s Collection 

 11 am   Coffee Hour & Session Meeting 

    5 pm  Blessing of the Animals 

     

Monday, October 16th 

 9 am   Yoga  

                    7 pm  Woman 2 Woman Training via Zoom 

 

Tuesday, October 17th 

                 1   pm  Quilting 

 

Wednesday, October 18th 

                    12 pm  Cooking for the Interfaith Food Pantry 

 

Thursday, October 19th 

         10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net. 

 

Sunday, October 22nd        

                 10 am  Worship 

 11 am   Coffee Hour & Mistletoe Mart meeting 

 11:30 am  New Member Class 

mailto:Office@bedfordpreschurch.org
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       Our Leadership 
 

Session 
 

Clerk of Session, Michelle Gosh, President Brian Hiller-Dupont, 

Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel and Stewardship),  

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education),  

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm),  

Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Members & Friends and Stewardship) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard 

 

 

Deacons 
 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & 

 Diane Palmento 

 

Staff 
 

The Reverend Carol Howard, Pastor 

 

The Reverend Courtney Steininger, Minister of Christian Education  

 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 
 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280, 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 

mailto:Office@bedfordpreschurch.org
http://www.bedfordpreschurch.org/

