
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Shark Fishing” by Winslow Homer 

 



January 22, 2023 

ORDINARY TIME 
  

Prelude         Adagio from Symphony V C.               M. Widor 

  

Introit                   Holy, Holy, Holy    Russian Liturgy 

  

Ringing of the Bells 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Call to Worship from Psalm 27 

Leader: Jesus comes along side us and calls us by name. 

People: Come, follow me. 

Leader: It’s a simple call, and it’s a hard call.  

People: Come, follow me. 

Leader: Following requires leaving. It’s hard to abandon our nets  

              and walk away. But we have come this far, to this  

              place, where we can listen, and be transformed.  

People: Come, follow me. 

 

*Opening Hymn 435    We All Are One in Mission 

  

Confession 

 

Loving God, you have called us to a life of abundance, but too 

often we sit alone. You call us to community, but we shut 

ourselves off from one another. You call us to friendship, but we 

neglect those important relationships. 

 

Open us to your hope, love, and friendship.  

  

(Silent confession) 

  

Assurance of Pardon 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 



*Passing of the Peace 

 

(You may stand and greet one another.) 

   

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit.  

 

Epistle Lesson                  I Corinthians 1:10-18 

 

Now I appeal to you, siblings, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among 

you but that you be knit together in the same mind and the same 

purpose. For it has been made clear to me by Chloe’s people that 

there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is 

that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or 

“I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been 

divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the 

name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except 

Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in 

my name. I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond 

that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else. For Christ did not 

send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not with 

eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of 

its power. 

 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

Anthem                                                                                     A. Bruckner 

Locus Iste (This place was made by God) 

 

Gospel Lesson                     Matthew 4:18-23 

 

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, 

who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 

sea—for they were fishers. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will 

make you fishers of people.” Immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, 



James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their 

father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 

them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed 

him. 

 

Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease 

and every sickness among the people. 

 

Sermon                                                          Rev. Carol Howard Merritt     

    

*Hymn            Will You Come and Follow Me?  

 

 
 

 



Offering  

  

Anthem             God Is Light   H. Bramma 

  

 *Doxology 

  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Joys & Concerns 

  

*Prayer of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  

  kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in   

  heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us  

  our debts as  we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into  

  temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

*Hymn 446  Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken 

  

*Charge and Blessing 

 

Benediction Response  Fivefold Amen   E. Margetson 

  

*Postlude                       Grand Jeu   N. deGrigny 

 

*Please stand if able 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 
 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY SOUP 

 

Volunteers Needed 

We are looking for two volunteers for Second Sunday Soup on 

February 12th, and March 12th. 

If you are interested, please contact 

Diane Palmento at skippyhouse@aol.com. 

 



 

 

 



 

DID YOU KNOW…………………. 

Green is used as a liturgical color during the weeks known as Ordinary Time. Generally, this 
period of time occurs from the end of the Christmas season until the beginning of Lent, and 
from the end of the Easter season until the beginning of Advent.  At its etymological root, 
the word “ordinary” has a rich meaning, far beyond the usual understanding of humdrum, 
commonplace or everyday. The word has its source in a Sanskrit, or Indo-European, word, 
which entered into Latin as the verb orior, meaning to rise up, to be stirred up and to grow. 
The word for “east” in Latin, oriens, conveys the same rich meaning: It indicates the rising of 
the sun.  The color green evokes life and growth. 

 

 



 

 

 



Upcoming Events at a Glance 

 

 
Sunday, January 22nd 

    9 am  Nativity Farm Committee 

    9:15 am  Youth Worship Class 

  10 am  Worship.  

   

Monday, January 23rd  
                  9 am   Yoga. 

Tuesday, January 24th 

  12:30 pm  Lunch with Friends. 

        1 pm  Quilting. 

Thursday, January 26th   

         10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net. 

Sunday, January 29th  

  10 am  Worship. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

   

  Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email both  

Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org and 
Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 
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Our Leadership 
 

 

Session 

 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh,  

Linda Burpee, Jessica Cunningham, Danielle Gamar, 

                   Maria Andrea Laverde, 

Suzanne Millette, Sarah Ryan, & Bart Tyler 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard Merritt 

 

 

Deacons 

 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & Diane Palmento  

 

 

Staff 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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