
 

 
 

“Roman Stripes” Variation by “Ma” Willie Abrams of Gee’s Bend 



Ordinary Time 
September 25, 2022 

 
Prelude                            Voluntary in G        Henry Purcell 
  
Introit            Holy Lord, God of Hosts    Russian Liturgy 
  
Ringing of the Bells 
  
Welcome and Announcements 
  
*Call to Worship from Psalm 91 
 

Leader: We live in the shelter of the Most High. We abide in the  
               shadow of the Almighty. God is our refuge and our strength.  
People: For the Holy One will deliver us from the snare and the  
               epidemic. God’s wings will cover us, and we will find safety. 
Leader: We will not fear the terror of the night, the arrow that flies by  
               the day, the pandemic that stalks in the darkness, or the  
               destruction that wastes at noonday. 
People: For when we call, God will answer us. 

             
*Opening Hymn 267    All Things Bright and Beautiful 
  
Confession 
  

Call to Confession 
  
God of grace, forgive us for the times when we have been estranged 
and disconnected from our neighbors. We look away from those who 
suffer, blinded by callous indifference. We pass by those in need, 
wrapped in our own concerns. We close our ears to the cries of the 
hungry, refusing to share our table.  
  
Forgive us. Help us to understand your abundant love. As we receive 
your grace and the gift of your forgiveness, let us discover the joy of 



sharing our tables and feasting with one another. Through your Holy 
Spirit, we pray. 
 

  (Silent confession) 
  

Assurance of Pardon 
  
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 

  
Sung Response 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do. 

  
Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may                          
leave for Sunday Spirit.  

 
Epistle Lesson                             I Timothy 6:6-19 
  
Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for 
we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but 
if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. But those who 
want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some 
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
pains. 
  
But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold 
of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the 
good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the presence of God, 
who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before 



Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep the 
commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone 
who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has 
ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
  
As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do 
good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up 
for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they 
may take hold of the life that really is life. 
  
Anthem           O Come, Ye Servants of the Lord   Christopher Tye 
 
Gospel Lesson                             Luke 16:19-31 
 
‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell 
from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The 
poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The 
rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, 
he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called 
out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of 
his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.”  
 
But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received 
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a 
great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here 
to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.”  
 
He said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house— for I 
have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come 
into this place of torment.”  



Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 
them.”  
 
He said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, 
they will repent.”  
 
He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”’ 
  
Sermon                                                                         Rev. Carol Howard Merritt     
 
*Hymn 391           Take My Life  

Versus 1, 2, 3, 4 
  
Joys and Concerns                                                        
  
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
  

Hymn 589 
   
Offering 
  
Offertory 
 
 Anthem       “Hallelujah! Amen” from Judas Maccabaeus      G. F. Handel 
  
            *Doxology 

  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  
*Prayer of Dedication 
  
*Hymn 483               Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above 
  



*Charge and Blessing 
 
Response              The Peace of God        Henry Purcell 
  
*Postlude   Allegro on a Theme of Orlando Gibbons      C. V. Stanford 
  
*Please stand, if you are able. 
 

Announcements 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Millie Kane Luncheon 
Please contact Vickie Dey if you are interested in helping to plan this 

wonderful, traditional holiday event being held this year on 
December 7th. 

 
 vdey1@optonline.net 



 
 

 



 
        

 



 
 

 
Upcoming Events at a Glance 

 
Monday, September 25th  Yoga at 9 am.  
Thursday, September 29th  Bible Study at 10 am.  Please contact Alan 
                                                   McDougall at alanmcd@verizon.net. 
Sunday, October 2nd   World Communion Sunday & Sunday  
                                                   Worship at 10 am, with Children’s Choir &             
                                                   Special Musical guests. Sunday Night Service  
                                                   at 6 pm. 

This Week’s Cover 

This fall, as the outside temperatures cool, 

we will be celebrating the warmth of our 

community. We will highlight the quilters of 

Gee’s Bend. 

Scan the QR Code to learn more. 
 

mailto:alanmcd@verizon.net


Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 
select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email 

Elyssa (Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org) and 
Jessica at(Office@bedfordpreschurch.org) 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 

 
Our Leadership 

 
Session 

 
Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, Linda Burpee, 

Alison Cape, President Jeanne Collins, 
Michelle Gosh, Alan McDougall, Suzanne Millette, Sarah Ryan,  

& Bart Tyler 
Moderator Reverend Carol Howard Merritt 

 

Deacons 
 

Chair Don Hiller-Dupont, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          
Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson,  
Kim Lapple, Natasha Mast, & Rebecca Rivard 

 
Staff 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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