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Ordinary Time 
August 28, 2022 

 

Prelude              Andantino                    Louis Vierne 
  
Welcome and Announcements 
  
*Call to Worship from Hebrews 13 
 

Leader: As we gather, we remind each other of ancient wisdom. 
People: Let mutual love continue.  
Leader: Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing so,  
               we might be entertaining angels without knowing it.  
People: Remember those who are in prison, as though you are in  
               prison with them.  
Leader: Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content  
               with what you have. 
People: Live simply, and share what you have. For such sacrifices are  
               pleasing to God. 

             
*Opening Hymn 343     Called as Partners in Christ’s Service  

Verses  1, 2, 3 
 Confession 
  

Call to Confession 
  
God of mercy, we are exhausted. We live in a world designed to make 
us discontent. We want more power, status, or things. We create 
technologies that quantify our friendships and rank our success. We 
strive harder and work longer hours. We never quite relax. 

 
Wake us up to the comfort of your acceptance, the joy of gratitude, 
and the peace of your presence. Free us from our greed so that we 
might live abundant lives, through your Spirit. 
  
(Silent confession)  



Pardon 
  
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
  

Time with the Children 
 

Childcare is provided.  Children are always invited to stay  
and participate in the service. 

  
Gospel Lesson                              Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you 
has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may 
come and say to you, “Give this person your place”, and then in disgrace you 
would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit 
down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 
“Friend, move up higher”; then you will be honored in the presence of all 
who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.’ 
 
He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a 
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 
But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the wounded, the disabled, 
and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’  
 
Sermon                                                                           Rev. Carol Howard Merritt  
  
 
 
 



Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 
  
Offering 
  
Anthem 
  
            *Doxology 

  
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
  Praise God, all creatures here below. 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  
*Prayer of Dedication 
  
*Hymn 423  Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun 

Verses 1, 2, 3, 4 
  
*Charge and Blessing 
  
*Postlude            The Heavens Declare             B. Marcello 
 
*Please stand, if you are able. 
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Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Monday, August 29th - Yoga at 9 am. OFFICE CLOSED 
Tuesday, August 30th - OFFICE CLOSED 
Thursday, September 1st - Bible Study at 10 am. Please contact Alan  
                                           McDougall at alanmcd@verizon.net. 
Sunday, September 4th -Sunday Worship and Communion at 10 am.  
Monday, September 5th – OFFICE CLOSED, NO YOGA 

 
Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 

 
To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 

announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 
select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 

information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email 
Elyssa (Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org) and                                                 

Jessica (Office@bedfordpreschurch.org) 
by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 
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Our Leadership 

 
Session 

 
Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, Linda Burpee, 

Alison Cape, President Jeanne Collins, 
Michelle Gosh, Alan McDougall, Suzanne Millette, Sarah Ryan,  

& Bart Tyler 
Moderator Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 

 
Deacons 

 
Chair Don Hiller-Dupont, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson,  
Kim Lapple, Natasha Mast, & Rebecca Rivard 

 

 
Staff 
 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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