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Prelude             We Pray Now to the Holy Spirit                    Georg Bohm 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
*Call to Worship  

Leader: Since we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, let us  
               set aside every weight and sin that clings to us.  
People: Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.  

  
*Opening Hymn 461            God is Here!   

verses 1, 2, 3 
Confession  
 

Call to Confession 
 
Loving God, you lead us to the valley of the shadow of death, but we 
refuse to walk through it. We ignore our grief, we swallow our tears, 
and we numb our heartaches. We expect loved ones to turn away 
from their sorrow. We do not care for ourselves or others when we 
face the loss of life. 
 
Show us a better way, O God. Teach us how to mourn and how to 
remember. Help us to honor the legacies of those who came before 
us. And make us aware of that great crowd of witnesses that 
surrounds us.  
 
(Silent confession) 

 
Pardon 
 
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
  

 



Time with the Children 
 

Childcare is provided.  Children are always invited to stay  
and participate in the service. 

 
Epistle Lesson   Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
 
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the 
walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had received the spies in peace. 
 
And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the 
mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won 
strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, 
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others 
suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They 
were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; 
they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, 
tormented— of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts 
and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
 
Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they 
would not, without us, be made perfect. 
 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 
 



*Hymn 171             The King of Love My Shepherd Is    
verses 1, 2,3, 6 

 
Gospel Lesson          Luke 12:49-56 
 
‘I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I 
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it 
is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, 
I tell you, but rather division! From now on, five in one household will be 
divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided: 
 father against son and son against father, 
 mother against daughter and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 
 mother-in-law.’ 
 
He also said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, “It is going to rain”; and so it happens. And when you see 
the south wind blowing, you say, “There will be scorching heat”; and it 
happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of 
earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time? 
 
Sermon      
 
 Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
 daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we  forgive our debtors. And 
 lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
 kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Offering 
 

Anthem 
 
  
 



*Doxology 
 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
   Praise God, all creatures here below. 
   Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
   Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn 526           For All the Saints  
 
 
*Charge and Blessing 
 
*Postlude                  Toccata in E Minor                   Johann Pachelbel 
  
*Please stand, if you are able. 
 

Many thanks to our guest organist, Lana Kollath, for playing for us.  
  



Announcements 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 



 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Monday, August 15th - Yoga at 9 am. 
Wednesday, August 17th – Staff Strategy Listening Session at 7 pm. 
Thursday, August 18th -Bible Study at 10 am. Please contact Alan  
                                           McDougall at alanmcd@verizon.net. 
Sunday, August 21st -Sunday Worship at 10 am and Blessing in the  
                                        Backpacks after worship.  

 
 

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email 

Elyssa (Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org) and                                                 
Jessica (Office@bedfordpreschurch.org) 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 
 
 

mailto:alanmcd@verizon.net
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Our Leadership 

 
Session 

 
Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, Linda Burpee, 

Alison Cape, President Jeanne Collins, 
Michelle Gosh, Alan McDougall, Suzanne Millette, Sarah Ryan,  

& Bart Tyler 
Moderator Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 

 
Deacons 

 
Chair Don Hiller-Dupont, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson,  
Kim Lapple, Natasha Mast, & Rebecca Rivard 

 

 
Staff 
 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
 

mailto:Office@bedfordpreschurch.org
http://www.bedfordpreschurch.org/

