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December 11, 2022 

Third Sunday of Advent 
   
Prelude    Come, Savior of the Nations                   J. S. Bach 

  

Introit      Veni Immanuel             John Bell 

  

Ringing of the Bells 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

Reader 1: This Advent season, we hear stories of the dreams and 

longings of God’s people. 

 

Reader 2: On this third Sunday of Advent, we remember that 

Joseph was dreaming when he learned of God’s plan for him. 

 

Reader 1: (Re-light the first and second candle.) While he was 

sleeping, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph, 

announcing that Mary would bear a son. He would be named 

Emmanuel, which means God is with us. 

 

Reader 2: Joseph awoke from sleep, and carried out all that 

was told to him in his dream. He stood by Mary and named her 

precious baby Jesus. 

 

All: We light the third candle, remembering our dreams and 

longings. This candle of joy reminds us that while God’s dreams 

may differ from our own, they will always bring joy and love into 

our hearts. 

 

(Light the third candle.) 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer 

 

All: Gracious God, grant us the imagination to dream big, the 

energy to keep dreaming, the love to share our dreams with 

others, and the intelligence to realize our dreams. In the name 

of Jesus, the incarnation of God’s dream for the world. Amen. 

 

*Opening Hymn 9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

  

Confession 

  

Call to Confession 

 

Confession 

 

Loving God, in this time of Advent, we confess that we become 

so distracted by the busyness and stress of the celebration that 

we have forgotten to savor the love that surrounds us. You 

appear when we least expect it, but we do not always 

recognize your presence. Grant us joy for our despair, grace for 

our turmoil, and forgiveness for our offenses. Pour peace into our 

lives so that we might share peace with one another, through 

your Spirit. 

 

(Silent confession) 

  

Assurance of Pardon 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Anthem                 Christmas Joy       Michael Helman 

Bedford Bellringers 

   

 

 

 



Gospel Lesson                   Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they came 

together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 

to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But just when he 

had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 

 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

 and they shall name him ‘Emmanuel,’ which means, “God is 

 with us.”  

 

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife but they did not come 

together until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

 

Anthem                  Lullaby Carol    arr. Barbara Baltzer Kinyon 

Bedford Bellringers 

 

Sermon     

 

*Hymn 3        Comfort, Comfort You My People 

 

Offering  

  

Anthem                    Dixit Maria       Hans Leo Hassler 

                           (And Mary said to the Angel) 

  
         *Doxology 

  

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

  Praise God, all creatures here below. 

  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  *Prayer of Dedication 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

 Joys and Concerns 

 

 Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 

 forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

 us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

 glory forever. Amen.  

  

*Hymn 12               People, Look East 

  

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Benediction Response       Fourfold Amen       John Stainer 

  

*Postlude            Rejoice Greatly, O My Soul            Johann Krebs 

  

*Please rise, if able. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 
 

Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 
 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 



 

 

 

Did you know... 

The history of the Christmas wreath is multifaceted. Wreaths were 

originally used as decorations for Christmas trees, made from 

branches that were trimmed. The round shape symbolizes eternal life, 

and Christmas wreaths can also be understood as a symbol of Christ. 

The holly represents the crown of thorns Jesus wore at his crucifixion 

and the red berries stand for the blood he shed.  
 



 

Confirmation class is an opportunity for 9th and 10th grade 

students and older to think about what they believe about God 

and Christianity, to explore our Presbyterian tradition as well as 

other Christian and non-Christian traditions, and to think critically 

about the world around them. At the end of 

the Confirmation class, students are given the opportunity to 

become adult members of the Church and "confirm" their 

baptism (or become baptized if they were not baptized as 

children). 

 

If your child is interested in participating in this year's confirmation 

class, please email Courtney 

at courtney@bedfordpreschurch.org. 

 
 

mailto:courtney@bedfordpreschurch.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Update from Session 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

After dissecting the results of the Holy Cow assessment,  

Session has determined the need for a Visioning Committee.  

 The individuals involved in this work will further examine the 

results of the Holy Cow assessment, as well as 

take stock of any other relevant information,           

in order to make recommendations to Session 

as to the next steps in order to help make this 

Congregation even stronger.  We anticipate     

a small steering committee, supported by a 

number of other roles that help us work to further strengthen    

who we are and who we hope to be.  If you are interested          

in being a part of this effort, please scan the QR Code to fill      

out this form to express your interest or call or email  

Michelle Gosh at 845-721-2182 or ms_gosh@hotmail.com. 

 

SECOND SUNDAY SOUP 

 

Volunteers Needed 

We are looking for two volunteers for Second Sunday Soup on 

January 8th, 

February 12th, and March 12th. 

If you are interested, please contact 

Diane Palmento at skippyhouse@aol.com. 

 



 

 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Sunday, December 11th 

  10:00 am  Worship, Third Sunday of Advent, Bells Play & 

  11:00 am  Christmas Pageant & Second Sunday Soup. 

     4:00 pm  Skylark Concert. 

     6:00 pm  Christmas Crafts & Carols. 

Monday, December 12th 
                  9:00 am   Yoga at 9 am. 

Tuesday, December 13th 

  12:30 pm  Lunch with Friends. 

Thursday, December 15th   

         10:00 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net. 

Sunday, December 18th   

  10:00 am  Worship, Children’s Offering. 

  11:00 am   Decorator’s Lunch. 

    

 

mailto:alanmcd@verizon.net


Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email both  

Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org and 
Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 

 

Our Leadership 
 

Session 

 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh,  

Linda Burpee, Jessica Cunningham, Danielle Gamar,                    

Maria Andrea Laverde, 

Suzanne Millette, Sarah Ryan, & Bart Tyler 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard Merritt 

 

Deacons 

 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & Diane Palmento  

 

Staff 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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