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NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

First Sunday of Advent 
  
Prelude         Wake, Awake!            J. S. Bach 

   

 Welcome and Announcements 

  

Lighting the Advent Candles   

     

Reader 1: This Advent season, we hear the stories of dreams and 

the longings of God’s people. 

 

Reader 2: On this first Sunday of Advent, we remember the 

invitation of John the Baptist to ponder and dream with him 

about the coming of God’s reign. 

 

Reader 1: He was a voice calling out in the wilderness, inviting 

all to dream with him. 

 

Reader 2: He prophesied the Messiah,a world filled with justice 

and without hunger, and baptisms by the Holy Spirit and by fire. 

 

All: We light this candle, remembering our dreams and longings. 

We enter this Advent season, sharing John the Baptist’s dream 

about baptisms by fire, God’s reign, and peace that endures 

forever. 

 

(Light the first candle.) 

 

Prayer 

 

All: Gracious God, grant us the imagination to dream big, the 

energy to keep dreaming, the love to share our dreams with 

others, and the intelligence to realize our dreams. In the name 

of Jesus, the incarnation of God’s dream for the world. Amen. 

  

*Opening Hymn 9  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

  

 



Confession 

 

Call to Confession 

 

God of justice, we confess that we pursue our own dreams and 

desires instead of Your dreams. Forgive the poverty of our 

imagining, for we fail to create the world of which You dream. 

We confess our dreaming to You, and ask for Your dreams of 

how the world could be. Release creativity in us, free our 

imaginations. Hear now our silent prayers of confession. 

 

(Silent Confession) 

 

 Assurance of Pardon 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

  

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit.  

             

Hebrew Bible Lesson           Isaiah 2: 1-5 

 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 

     In days to come 

          the mountain of the Lord’s house 

     shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

          and shall be raised above the hills; 

     all the nations shall stream to it. 

 

       Many peoples shall come and say, 

     “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

          to the house of the God of Jacob; 

     that he may teach us his ways 

          and that we may walk in his paths.”   



For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

          and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 

          and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

          and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

          neither shall they learn war any more. 

 

O house of Jacob, 

          come, let us walk 

          in the light of the LORD!   

 

Anthem                   E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come      Paul Manz   

                              

Gospel Lesson                 Matthew 3:1-12 

 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 

     “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

     ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

      make his paths straight.’” 

 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 

his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people 

of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 

along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 

 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 

baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not 

presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 

for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 

the fire. 



“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather 

his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.”  

   

*Hymn 10      On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  

 

Sermon             For the Dreamers  Courtney Steininger 

 

Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever. Amen.  

 

Offering 

 

 Anthem     Alma Redemptoris Mater         G. P. Palestrina 

(Loving Mother of the Redeemer) 

 

 *Doxology 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below.  

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

*Hymn 13            Prepare the Way 

 

 



*Charge and Blessing 

 

Benediction Response          Twofold Amen       James McGregor 

 

*Postlude                  Toccata in E    Johann Pachelbel 

 

*Please rise, if able. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 Please fill out the pew pads and pass them 

 to your neighbor. 

 

 

 

 



 

Update from Session 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

We are in the process of finalizing the Executive Summary 

from the Holy Cow survey.  We hope to be able to share this 

summary with you in the coming weeks. 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

 

Sunday, November 27th 

  10:00 am  Worship and First Sunday of Advent. 

Monday, November 28th 
                  9:00 am   Yoga at 9 am. 

Tuesday, November 29th 

  1:00 pm  Quilters. 

   7:15 pm  Bells Practice. 

Wednesday, November 30th 

  9 – 5 pm  Wreath Decorating. 

Thursday, December 1st   

         10:00 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net. 

Saturday, December 3rd 

  9 - 3 pm  Mistletoe Mart. 

Sunday, December 4th   

  10:00 am  Worship, Second Sunday of Advent and  

     Children’s Offering. 

    

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY SOUP 

 

Volunteers Needed 

We are looking for two volunteers for Second Sunday Soup on 

December 11th, January 8th, 

February 12th, and March 12th. 

If you are interested, please contact 

Diane Palmento at skippyhouse@aol.com. 

 

mailto:alanmcd@verizon.net


Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email both  

Elyssa at Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org and 
Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org 

by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 

 

Our Leadership 
 

Session 

 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh,  

Linda Burpee, Jessica Cunningham, Danielle Gamar,                    

Maria Andrea Laverde, 

Suzanne Millette, Sarah Ryan, & Bart Tyler 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard Merritt 

 

Deacons 

 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & Diane Palmento  

 

Staff 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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