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Second Sunday of Easter 
   
Prelude                 
                                          
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship                                                                             Kathy DiBiasi                                                               
                
Leader: We gather with one another 
            So that we might find 

Strength in our weakness, 
            And hope in our doubts. 
 
People: We gather so we might feel 
            Peace in our turmoil, 
            And solidarity in our struggles. 
 
Leader: We gather so that we might live 

Into the abundance of Christ. 
Let us worship God! 

 
Hymn         Breath on Me, Breath of God (all verse) 
 
1 Breathe on me, breath of God. 
Fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what you so love, 
and do what you would do. 
 
2 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until with you, I will one will: 
to do and to endure. 
 



3 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
my will to yours incline, 
till all this selfish part of me 
glows with your fire divine. 
 
4 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
so shall I never die, 
but live with you the perfect life 
of your eternity. 
 
Gospel Lesson                          John 20:19-31                        Barbara Kanner                  
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you." 
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
 
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen 
the Lord." 
  
But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and 
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe." 
 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your 



finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe." 
 
Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 
 
Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
Sermon                                 “Breathing Peace” Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
(Many people say the Lord’s Prayer with “trespasses” or “sins” instead 
of “debts.” Please feel free to pray in any form that makes you feel the 
most comfortable.) 
 
Hymn                   The Day of Resurrection (Vs. 1, 3)  
          
1 The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 



from this world to the sky, 
our Christ hath brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 
 
3 Now let the heav'ns be joyful, 
let earth her song begin; 
let all the world keep triumph, 
and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen, 
their notes let all things blBreathe on Meend, 
for Christ the Lord hath ris 
 
Charge and Blessing 
  
Postlude     
                                            

 
 
 
 

Announcements  
 
The following announcements are also included in our weekly E-NEWS, 
which has ‘live’ links that bring you directly to websites and documents 

that are referenced here. 
 

To sign up for our E-NEWS, please go to the BPC website at 
bedfordpreschurch.org and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or             

E-NEWS just below it. 
 



                                                                                                                    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://bedfordpreschurch.org/upcoming-zoom-gatherings/ 
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