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Third Sunday of Lent 
 

   
Prelude                                    I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ                          J. S. Bach 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                             Brett Michaels 
                
As we walk in the wilderness,  
Our chins point toward the horizon. 
 
We let go of the possessions  
That weigh us down, 
Realizing we no longer need them. 
And we learn to cling tighter  
to the hope, love, and community  
that sustains us. 
 
Let us worship God. 
 
Hymn 80                            Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley 
    
Poetry Lesson                                      Psalm 19:1-6                                   Marcy Carlson 
 
The heavens are telling the glory of God;  
and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.  
Day to day pours forth speech,  
and night to night declares knowledge. 
 
There is no speech, nor are there words;  
their voice is not heard;  
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,  
and their words to the end of the world.  
 
 
 
 
 



In the heavens God has set a tent for the sun,  
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,  
and like a strong man runs its course with joy.  
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,  
and its circuit to the end of them;  
and nothing is hid from its heat. 
 
  
Gospel Lesson                                       John 2:13-22                                     Bing Carlson 
 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple 
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated 
at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, 
both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables. 
 
He told those who were selling the doves, "Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father's house a marketplace!" 
 
His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your house will consume 
me." 
 
The Jewish people then said to him, "What sign can you show us for doing this?" 
 
Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 
 
The Jewish people then said, "This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?" 
 
But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
Sermon                                               “Religious Goods”       Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 
 
Thistle Farms                                                                              Introducing Thistle Farms                          
 
Prayers of the People 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
(Many people say the Lord’s Prayer with “trespasses” or “sins” instead of “debts.” 
Please feel free to pray in any form that makes you feel the most comfortable.) 
 
Charge and Blessing 
  
Postlude                                             Passion Chorale                                         J. Brahms 

 
 
 

Announcements  
 
We will no longer be including Announcements along with the Order of Worship 
on our website each week. All announcements will be included in our weekly       
E-NEWS that goes directly to your email inbox every Thursday.  The benefit of the 
E-NEWS is that there are ‘live’ links that bring you directly to websites/documents 
that are referenced in our announcements. 
 
To sign up for our E-NEWS, please go to the BPC website at 
bedfordpreschurch.org and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just 
below it. 
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