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Second Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021
Prelude

Savior of the Nations, Come

J. S. Bach

Introit

Veni Immanuel

John Bell

Welcome and Announcements
Lighting the Candle of Peace
Reader: “Mary entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb.”
(Luke 1:40)
In the Jewish tradition, people often greeted one another with
“shalom,” a word that meant “peace, harmony, and wholeness.” That
sense of wholeness enveloped Mary as she arrived at Elizabeth’s warm
home and felt Elizabeth’s embrace.
Reader: In some ways, Mary’s life was shattered, as her pregnancy kept
her in constant danger. Yet, all the broken pieces came together in
Elizabeth’s arms, for Elizabeth knew Mary’s past, welcomed her present
condition, and longed for her miraculous future. With that enfolding,
the truth that Mary had been holding so close suddenly echoed in
Elizabeth’s words: “Blessed are you among women.” Mary felt whole;
she was at peace.
Reader: We walk in peace this Advent, even as we look at our own
shattered lives—our broken relationships, stress, or depression. For

peace is a wholeness that comes, not when life is perfect or safe, but
when we begin to understand that it is in God that we move and
breathe and have our being. We nurture peace, knowing that even in
our brokenness, we live in the womb of God.
All: We light the candle of peace, proclaiming God’s wholeness in a
broken world. We long for the day when we beat our swords into
plowshares and spears into pruning hooks, when we will learn war no
more.
(Light the first and second candle.)
Prayer (unison):
God of peace, grant us serenity and wholeness in this Advent season.
Even when our lives are shattered, help us to sense your embrace.
Amen.
*Hymn 10 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
Prayer of Confession
God of Peace, we confess that we walk away from your wholeness.
We nurse our resentments, feed our bitterness, and stoke our anger.
We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse
your mercy. Forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way.
(Silent confession)
Pardon
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.

Sung Response Comfort, Comfort You My People (Hymn 3)
Comfort, comfort you my people,
Tell of peace, thus saith our God;
Comfort those who sit in darkness
Bowed beneath oppression's load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem
Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell them that their sins I cover,
And their warfare now is over.
Time with the Children
The children can leave for Sunday Spirit after Time with the Children.
Hebrew Bible Lesson

Philippians 1:3-11

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy
in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the
day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and
confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of
you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that
your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full
insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of
Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise
of God.
Anthem

Advent Carol

George Guest

Epistle Lesson

Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
Sermon

Promise of Change

Rev. Carol Howard Merritt

Offering
Anthem

Alma Redemptoris Mater
(Sweet Mother of the Redeemer)

G. P. Palestrina

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

Communion
Invitation to the Table
Great Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: We lift up our hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord
Leader: Let us give thanks to God…
Breaking of the Bread
Communion
Prayer after Communion and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*Hymn 13

Prepare the Way

*Charge and Blessing
*Choral Response
*Postlude

Sevenfold Amen
The Only Son from Heaven

John Stainer
J. S. Bach

Communion is held the on the 1st Sunday
of every month.

Announcements

.

Upcoming Youth Group Event
On Friday, December 17th at 7 pm, youth, their friends, and any
college students who are home are invited to the Youth Group
Christmas Party where there will be food, games and good times to
celebrate the holiday season.

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements
To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our announcements,
please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and select either
‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have information entered into
the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email both Elyssa and Jessica by the end
of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media.
Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org

Upcoming Events at a Glance
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

Monday, December 6th - Yoga
Wednesday, December 8th – Advent Spirituality Series
Thursday, December 9th - Bible Study
Sunday, December 12th – 3rd Sunday of Advent. Worship with us
in person in the sanctuary at 10:00 am, or virtually by going to the
link on our website. Childcare available.
Sunday, December 12th - Charis Chamber Voices performance.
Monday, December 13th - Yoga
Tuesday, December 14th - Lunch with Friends

Bedford Presbyterian Church Staff
The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor
Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth
John Lettieri, Director of Music
Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries
Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager
Edwin & Ellida Acevedo, Building & Grounds Maintenance
The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus
Sunday Worship Service in person and virtual at 10:00 am
Email: Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org
P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506
914-234-3672

Our Leadership
Session
Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, Linda Burpee,
Alison Cape, President Jeanne Collins,
Michelle Gosh, Alan McDougall & Suzanne Millette
Moderator Rev. Carol Howard Merritt
Deacons
Chair Don Hiller-Dupont, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,
Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson,
Kim Lapple, Natasha Mast, Rebecca Rivard, & Sarah Ryan

