BEDFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
9 pm Service

“Nativity” by He Qi

Christmas Eve Service
9:00 pm
Prelude

Festive Music for Two Trumpets and Organ

Welcome
*Hymn 41

Rev. Carol Howard Merritt
O Come, All Ye Faithful
(Verse 1)

Christmas Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Adeste Fideles
Courtney Steininger

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
First Reading

Luke 1:26-38

Erik Perry

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I
am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.
Monologue

“Overshadowed”

Kathy DiBiasi

Anthem
Second Reading

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
Choir

Polish arr. G. Hancock

Luke 1:39-57

Erik Perry

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son
Monologue

“Being Seen”

Kathy DiBiasi

Anthem

O Little One Sweet
Choir

Third Reading

arr. J.S. Bach

Luke 2:1-7

Erik Perry

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Monologue
*Hymn 44

“Journey to Bethlehem”

Kathy DiBiasi

O Little Town of Bethlehem
(Verse 1)

English Folk Melody

Meditation

Rev. Carol Howard Merritt

Offering
Offertory

O Holy Night
Joseph Gansert, Baritone Soloist

*Choral Response
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’ angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”
Hark! The Herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King!”
Prayer of Dedication

Adolphe Adam

Lighting the Christ Candle
“And Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”
Jesus came into this world, crying out, as his parents wondered at his strong lungs,
tiny fingers, and unfocused eyes. Mary held him so close to her chest so that she
could feel him inhaling and exhaling. In their exhaustion, Jesus and Mary slept as
the rhythmic movements of breath lulled both of them. When Jesus cried, Mary
looked down on his fragile flesh and she knew that he was the Christ, the anointed
one.
To anoint someone, to pour oil over their head, was to acknowledge the transfer
of power, whether it had to do with handing over courage, healing, an inheritance,
or a reign, that person was called forth and set apart with the act. The oil that
flowed from Samuel’s horn to anoint David continues to pour throughout time
when we recognize Jesus as the Christ.
As we celebrate Christmas, we mark the fulfillment of our longings and the
substance of our hope. For Jesus Christ is “God with us.”
Lighting
All: We light the Christ candle, with the assurance that hope will be fulfilled,
peace will reign, joy will abound, and love will abide. For God has taken on flesh
and dwells among us.
(Light the first, second, third, and fourth candles. Then, light the Christ candle.)
Prayer
All: Anointed one, on this day of joy, illuminate us so that we might understand
your mystery. As we celebrate your birth, may we be born again, by your Spirit.
Amen.
Lighting of Our Candles
Hymn 60

Silent Night, Holy Night
(Verse 1)

Stille Nacht

Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and Child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace;
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Please remain seated.
Please dip the unlit candle toward the flame as the light is passed.
The Prayer for Christmas
O God, grant us such love and wonder that with shepherds and magi and
pilgrims unknown, we may come to adore the holy child. As you came in the
stillness of the night long ago, so enter our lives and world again this night.
Overcome our doubts and our fears with the light of Christ’s presence that we
may see clearly the way to walk, the truth to speak, and the life you would have
us live. Amen.
*Blessing
*Hymn 40

Joy to the World
(Verse 1)

George Frederick Handel

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
let ev’ry heart prepare him room
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Please wait to extinguish your candles until you have processed outside. We ask
that you leave your candles in the boxes by the doors.

*Please stand, if you are able.
**Monologues are from I Am Mary (Chalice Press) by Carol Howard Merritt

Thank you to the following people for so generously donating to BPC to
help with the beautiful flowers & greens in the sanctuary.
Bradley & Tate Atkinson
In loving memory of Bette Lou & Bob Mann, Adele Tegtmeier, & Carter’s mom, Brenda.
Gordon & Judy Aydelott
In memory of my parents, Jesse and Ruth Agor, and Gordon’s parents, Marge and Jack
Aydelott.
Rick & Anne Bentzen
From the Bentzen family in gratitude for the blessings of our family’s youngest
generation.
Bob & Hope Black
Given by Hope and Bob Black in celebration of our family, and thankful for our many
blessings.
Bing & Marcy Carlson
To our wonderful family, the members we’ve loved being with recently and those we’ve
lost.
To Vickie Dey for all of her thoughtfulness and help for the older people in our
congregation.
Pat Ferguson
In loving memory of Tom Ferguson, who loved celebrating Christmas in our beautiful
church.
Michael & Kate Flynn
Dedicated to our kids, Isla and Ronan Flynn.
Victor Fried
Good will to all creatures great and small.
Carla Hawryluk
Peace on Earth.

Marilyn Hermansen
In loving memory of Roy W. Hermansen who remains in our hearts forever.
Don & Brian Hiller-Dupont
From Brian and Don Hiller-Dupont in loving memory of Phyllis Hiller.
Richard & Natasha Mast
Dedicated to the memory of Mark London.
Tom & Lindsay Miserandino
In memory of Nelson H. Erb.
Mandana O’Connor
Wishing everyone good health, peace, love and happiness from the O'Connors.
Jean Palmer
In loving memory of Joe Palmer.
Heather Raker
In loving memory of our father, Bruce L. Beatty from Holly Bernene and Heather Raker.
Jeff and Sharon Seidell
In gratitude for so many Christmas celebrations together as a family.
Andrew Strawcutter
For Daddy, born 12/25/26.
Matt Valenti & Jeanne Collins
To Tinsley and Luke.
Jill Ferguson Warmbier & Jane Ferguson Huebner
In loving memory of our father, Thomas Wells Ferguson, III.

About our Cover Photo
He Qi grew up in China’s cultural revolution. During his teenage years, he spent his
time painting portraits of Chairman Mao after being sent away to a communal
farm. Secretly, He Qi painted portraits of Madonna in order to stay connected with
his Christian faith. He Qi created this stylized depiction for the nativity in 1998
using ink and gouache on rice paper.

Follow this QR Code to see other paintings of
the Christmas story.
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