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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021
Prelude

Noel Étranger

Introit

Soon and Very Soon

L. C. Daquin
A. Crouch

Welcome and Announcements
Lighting the Candle of Love
Reader: “While they were there, the time came for Mary to deliver her
child.” (Luke 1:6)
Mary, with her aching body and sore muscles, looked at Joseph’s
calloused hands and kind eyes with expectation. For the time had come
and Joseph was going to deliver this child. With the firm and gentle
caresses that could massage cedar bark until it felt like silk, Joseph
soothed the fear and grief that rose when they realized that Mary was
going to have to give birth in a barn, with plenty of bleating animals in
attendance, but no midwife.
Reader: When their eyes met, Mary’s chest filled with gratitude for
Joseph’s patience, as he gathered the supplies that they would need.
For Joseph had hidden her for many months, ensuring her safety. And
during those frightening days, Mary’s love for her fiancé grew. Now her
love was so large, she imagined that it could encompass the world. As
Joseph settled Mary onto the hay, the smell of the dry grass itched her
nose. Mary knew that Jesus would be born—not in a sterile setting with
midwives close at hand—but he would be born in a world of love.

Reader: This fourth Sunday of Advent, may we sense the love of God,
our friends, and our community surrounding us as we prepare for
Christ’s birth.
All: We light this candle, as we open ourselves to God’s abiding love.
May the glow remind us of the adoration that the Holy One has for us.
(Light the first, second, third, and fourth candles.)
Prayer (unison): O God, help us to create a world of love as we await
Christ’s arrival. Teach us how to mend broken relationships, let go of
bitter disputes, and restore our affections. Amen.
*Opening Carol 3 Comfort, Comfort You My People
Prayers of Intercession
Lesson:

Genesis 22:15-18

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven,
and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have
done this, I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven
and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have
obeyed my voice.”
Carol

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
Choir

Time with the Children

Polish Carol arr. Gerre Hancock

Lesson:

Adapted from Matthew 1:1-17

An abridged account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of
David, the son of Abraham.
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. Judah fathered children with
Tamar and six generations later Salmon was the father of Boaz by
Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of
Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David.
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and 13
generations later the Hebrew people were exiled to Babylon. Both
before and during the exile, there were many prophets and there was a
prophecy of a Savior born in Bethlehem.
Twelve generations after the deportation to Babylon: Joseph the
husband of Mary, who was cousin to Elizabeth, wife of Zechariah and
mother of John the Baptist. God chose Mary, of whom Jesus was born,
who is called the Messiah.
The children may leave for Sunday Spirit during the carol singing.
Carol 49

Once in Royal David’s City

Gospel Lesson

Luke 1:46-55

And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
Carol

Away in a Manger (Cradle Song)
Bell Choir

Meditation
Offering
Offertory

Frances L. Callahan

Courtney Steininger

Christmas Joy
Bell Choir

Michael Helman

*Doxology
*Prayer of Dedication
Lesson:

John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Anthem

Star Carol

John Rutter

Choir
Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
*Closing Carol 31

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Charge and Blessing
Choral Response
Postlude

The Peace of God
Fugue on the Magnificat

H. Purcell (Blk. Bk.)
J. S. Bach

Thank you to the following people for so generously donating
to BPC to help with the beautiful flowers & greens in the
Sanctuary.
Bradley & Tate Atkinson
In loving memory of Carter’s mom, Brenda, Bette Lou Mann, Bob Mann &
Adele Tegtmeier.
Gordon & Judy Aydelott
In memory of my parents, Jesse and Ruth Agor and Gordon’s parents Marge
and Jack Aydelott.
Rick & Anne Bentzen
Bob & Hope Black
Given by Hope and Bob Black in celebration of our family, and thankful for
our many blessings.
Bing & Marcy Carlson
To our wonderful family, the members we’ve loved being with recently and
those we’ve lost.
To Vickie Day for all of her thoughtfulness and help for the older people in
our congregation.
Pat Ferguson
In loving memory of Tom Ferguson, who loved celebrating Christmas in our
beautiful church.
Michael & Kate Flynn
Dedicate to our kids, Isla and Ronan Flynn.
Fried, Victor
Good will to all creatures great and small.
Carla Hawryluk
Peace on Earth.

Marilyn Hermansen
In Loving memory of Roy W. Hermansen who remains in our hearts forever.
Don & Brian Hiller-Dupont
From Brian and Don Hiller-Dupont in loving memory of Phyllis Hiller.
Richard & Natasha Mast
Dedicated to the memory of Mark London.
Tom & Lindsay Miserandino
In memory of Nelson H. Erb.
Mandana O’Connor
Wishing everyone good health, peace, love and happiness from the
O'Connors.
Jean Palmer
In loving memory of Joe Palmer.
Heather Raker
In loving memory of our father, Bruce L. Beatty from Holly Bernene and
Heather.
Jeff and Sharon Seidell
In gratitude for so many Christmas celebrations together as a family.
Andrew Strawcutter
For Daddy, born 12/25/26.
Matt Valenti & Jeanne Collins
To Tinsley and Luke.
Jill Ferguson Warmbier & Jane Ferguson Huebner
In loving memory of our father, Thomas Wells Ferguson III.

Communion is held the on the 1st Sunday
of every month.
Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements
To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our announcements,
please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and select either
‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have information entered into
the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email both Elyssa and Jessica by the end
of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media.
Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org

Upcoming Events at a Glance
●

●
●
●

Sunday, December 19th – 4th Sunday of Advent. Worship with us
in person in the sanctuary at 10:00 am, or virtually by going to the
link on our website. Childcare available. Decorator’s Lunch
Monday, December 20th – Yoga
Thursday, December 23rd – Bible Study
Friday, December 24th – Christmas Eve Services – 5, 7, 9, & 11 pm

Bedford Presbyterian Church Staff
The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor
Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth
John Lettieri, Director of Music
Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries
Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager
Edwin & Ellida Acevedo, Building & Grounds Maintenance
The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus
Sunday Worship Service in person and virtual at 10:00 am
Email: Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org
P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506
914-234-3672

Our Leadership
Session
Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, Linda Burpee,
Alison Cape, President Jeanne Collins,
Michelle Gosh, Alan McDougall, & Suzanne Millette
Moderator Rev. Carol Howard Merritt
Deacons
Chair Don Hiller-Dupont, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,
Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson,
Kim Lapple, Natasha Mast, Rebecca Rivard, & Sarah Ryan

