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“Peaceable Kingdom” by John August Swanson

Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021
Prelude

Veni, Veni, Emmanuel

Introit

Soon and Very Soon

J. McGregor
A. Crouch

Welcome and Announcements
Lighting the Candle of Joy
“And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in
God my savior.’” (Luke 1:46-47)
When John kicked in Elizabeth’s womb, Mary proclaimed how her spirit
rejoiced! We know that John’s jolt will be just the beginning of the joy
that the two women will feel—for their days will soon be filled with the
exhausted and weary delights of parenting.
Mary will experience the elation of holding her child on her chest. She
will thrill as Jesus turns over, lifts his head, learns to crawl, and takes a
step. Each clumsy march will fill Mary with pleasure. Mary will relish the
days as Jesus discovers the world, his face shining with awe and
amazement. Every day, Mary will have joy, as Jesus grows in wisdom
and stature.
We share in the delight of Advent, as we encounter children around us,
and when we can be as children ourselves, rejoicing in light and
laughter.

Lighting
All: We light the candle of joy, as we take pleasure in the Spirit’s
surprising jolts. May the spark remind us to taste and see that God is
good.
(Light the first, second, and third candles.)
Prayer
All: God of joy, awaken us so we might savor your abundant life.
Amen.
* Opening Hymn 36 In the Bleak Midwinter
Prayer of Confession
God of peace, you call us to work for a world where all will be fed, but
we find ourselves distracted by our own desires. You call us to seek
peace, but we become used to violence. You call us to forgiveness, but
we cling to our resentments. Forgive us, O God. Change us by your
Spirit, so that all may know satisfaction, peace, and forgiveness.
(Silent confession)
Pardon
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.

Sung Response
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
Time with the Children
The children may leave for Sunday Spirit after Time with the Children.
Anthem

Rejoice in the Lord Alway

Gospel Lesson

Henry Purcell

Luke 1:39-45

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the
hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother
of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by
the Lord.”
Sermon

Promise of Change

Rev. Carol Howard Merritt

Offering
Offertory Anthem Dixit Maria

H.L. Hassler

Mary said to the Angel: I am the servant of the Lord

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
Prayers of the People
Joys & Concerns
Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

* Hymn 12

People, Look East

*Charge and Blessing

*Response

The Peace of God

Henry Purcell

*Postlude

Magnificat Primi Toni

D. Buxtehude

Announcements

.

Upcoming Youth Group Event
On Friday, December 17th at 7 pm, youth, their friends, and any
college students who are home are invited to the Youth Group
Christmas Party where there will be food, games and good times to
celebrate the holiday season.

Communion is held on the 1st Sunday
of every month.

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements
To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our
announcements, please go to the BPC website at
bedfordpreschurch.org and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or ENEWS just below it. To have information entered into the Bulletin
and/or the E-NEWS, please email both Elyssa and Jessica by the end of
the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media.
Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org

Upcoming Events at a Glance
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●

Monday, December 13th - Yoga
Tuesday, December 14th – Lunch with Friends
Wednesday, December 15th – Advent Spirituality Series
Thursday, December 16th - Bible Study & Choir Practice
Friday, December 17th – Youth Group
Sunday, December 19th – 4rd Sunday of Advent. Worship with us
in person in the sanctuary at 10:00 am, or virtually by going to the
link on our website. Childcare available. Decorators Lunch.
Monday, December 20th - Yoga
Tuesday, December 28th - Lunch with Friends
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Edwin & Ellida Acevedo, Building & Grounds Maintenance
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