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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Prelude                     Westminster Chimes (Cambridge Quarters)   
                                           Arranged by Frances L. Callahan 
                                                                                                                 Bedford Bellringers                  
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 
 
We gather together, with hope that where there is sadness, we will find joy. 
Where there is tiredness, we will find refreshment. 
Where there is despair, we will find hope. 
May we find sanctuary and a safe haven. 
Let us worship God. 
 
Hymn 434                          Today We Are Called to Be Disciples                   Vs. 1 and 4 
    
Poetry Lesson                                      Psalm 62:5-12                                   Kim Touzeau    
 
For God alone my soul waits in silence,  
          for my hope is from him.  
He alone is my rock and my salvation,  
          my fortress; I shall not be shaken.  
On God rests my deliverance and my honor;  
          my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 
Trust in him at all times, O people;  
          pour out your heart before him;  
          God is a refuge for us.                              
Those of low estate are but a breath,  
          those of high estate are a delusion;  
     in the balances they go up;  
          they are together lighter than a breath.  
 



Put no confidence in extortion,  
          and set no vain hopes on robbery;  
          if riches increase, do not set your heart on them. 
Once God has spoken;  
          twice have I heard this:  
     that power belongs to God,  
          and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord.  
For you repay to all  
          according to their work. 
 
Gospel Lesson                                  Mark 1:14-20                                 Ashton Touzeau 
 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” 
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea — for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”  
And immediately they left their nets and followed him.  As he went a little farther, 
he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
mending the nets.  Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 
Sermon                                              “A Solid Hope”             Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 
 
Reflections on Hope 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
(Many people say the Lord’s Prayer with “trespasses” or “sins” instead of “debts.” 
Please feel free to pray in any form that makes you feel the most comfortable.) 
  



Charge and Blessing 
  
Postlude                                   Offertoire - Final Grand Jeu.              Francois Couperin                                             

 
 

Announcements  
 
Beginning in January of 2021, we will no longer be including Announcements 
along with the Order of Worship on our website each week. All announcements 
will be included in our weekly E-NEWS that goes directly to your email inbox every 
Thursday.  The benefit of the E-NEWS is that there are ‘live’ links that bring you 
directly to websites/documents that are referenced in our announcements. 
 
To sign up for our E-NEWS, please go to the BPC website at 
bedfordpreschurch.org and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just 
below it. 
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